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"THE PROVERBS.

proverbs °of Solomon the son of Da-
vid, kmg of Israel;
2°To know wisdom and °instruction ; H
°To _perceive the °words of °understand-
ing;
3 2 To receive the 2instruction of ° wisdom,
Justice, and judgment, and equity :
4 2 To give °subtilty to the °simple,
To the young man knowledge and dis-
cretion,
5 A wise man °will hear, and will increase
learning ;
And a man of ?understanding shall attain
unto wise counsels:
6 2 To understand a proverb, and ° the inter-
pretation :

The °words of the wise, and their dark
sayings. v
7 The °fear of °the LORD is °the beginning
of knowledge :
Butt fools ° despise ?wisdom and 2instruc-
ion,

1THE

TITLE. The Proverbs. Heb. Mishlai; Greek, Paroi-
miai =any dark sententious saying; Vulg. Proverbia.
Whence the English name. Heb. Mishlai is from Mashal
=to rule (Gen. 1. 18; 8. 15, Ex. 21.8, &c.). Hence ap-
plied to words which are to 7ule and govern the life,
Not a collection of human wisdom, but of Divine rules
from heaven for earth.

The book is quoted in the N.T. :—

1. 16 in Rom. 8. 15,

8. 11,12 in Heb. 12 5, 6. Rev. 8, 19,
8. 34 in Jas. 4. 6. 1 Pet. b. 5,

11. 31 in 1 Pet. 4. 1s.

25. 21, 22 in Rom. 12, 20.
26. 11 in 2 Pet. 2. 22.

And also a]lusions, as in Rom. 12. 15, &e.

The Structure (p. 864) distingnishes the main divisions
of the book, marked by such expressions as “My son” ;
“The words of the wise”; and the pronouns ‘“thy?”,
“thee”, &c. ; and the Proverbs ‘‘for ”; and Proverbs
*‘by ” Solomon. Some proverbs are for a ruler, others
are general, and for all men.

Mashal is used of an Allegory (Ezek. 17. 2); a dis-
course (Num, 23. 7, 8); a taunt (Isa. 14. 4); an argu-
ment (Job 29. 1); a byword (Jer. 24. 9); a lament
(Mic. 2. 4) : all Proverbs are distinguished by parallelism

of lines, synonymous, or gradational, or synthetlc (i. e. constructive), or antithetic (i.e. contrastwe)
These again are arranged (as to order) either in alternate or introverted lines.
1 of. Genitive of Relation (Ap. 17), being the title or heading of the whole book, some being “for ” him ;

others ‘“by” him.
the third person, ‘‘he” and “ him ",

If not, why the words of 10, 1? Chapters 10—19. 19 are not to “my son’’, but are in
See Ap. 74, and note also other sub-headings, 25. 1;
All these are covered by the Genitive of Relation (Ap. 17).
wisdom. Heb. chokkmah. There are six words rendered * wisdom ™ in this book.

30. 1; 31 1,
2 To know = For discerning. Soin vv. 8, 4, 6.
(1) chokmah, rendered

“wisdom” except in the passages below. It occurs thirty-nine times in sing.,and three times in pl. (1. 20; 9. 1;

24. 7 =true wisdom); forty-two times altogether (6x7.

tion. Once rendered ‘‘ wisdom ” (23, 4).
“knowledge ” (2. 3).

rendered prudence

Sometimes rendered ‘ chastening”.

above. 4 subtilty =prudence.
word as Gen. 27. 35,
18;19. 25; 21. 11

22, 3; 27. 12, 8 will hear.

(Acts 18. 7) ; the Bereans (Acts 17. 31, 12); Apollos (Acts 18, 24-28),

Elsewhere, in twelve passages rendered ‘‘ understanding ”;
(8) leb=heart ; rendered * wisdom ” four times (10. 21
‘@rmdah =shrewdness; rendered “ wisdom ™ only in 8.

Same root as Gen. 3. 1.
simple =artless, guileless, unsuspecting. Cp. vv. 22,32; 7.7;

See Ap. 10). (2) bindh = discernment or discrimina-
once

4)
1,12

11. 12; 15, 21; 19, 8).
5; elsewhere only in 1. ‘ rendered ‘subtilty” ;

(5) s@hal =prudence, or good sense, rendered * wisdom ” once (1. 3); and (6) sekel =
insight, rendered * wisdom 7 (12, 85 23. 9); elsewhere rendered ‘‘ understanding” (3. ¢;
‘‘prudence” (19. 11). For * sound wisdom ”, see note on 2. 7.
words = sayings.
standing. Heb. binah. See note on * wisdom ", v. 2.

13.15; 16. 22), and
instruction =- admonition or discipline.
Heb. "imrah. See Ap. 73. No. V. under-
3 wisdom. Heb. sikdl. See note on v. 2 (No. b),
Cp. Matt. 10. 16. 1 Sam. 23. 22. Not the same
8.5; 9. 4, 16; 14. 15,
Eunuch (Acts 8. 27, 89); Sergius Paulus

6 the interpretation = satire, or

Tllustrations :

the point of what is said. Occurs only here and Hab. 2, s.

1.-8—9.18(A, p. 864).
SECOND PERSON (*MY SON”, “THY?”,

“THE WORDS OF THE WISE ",
HTHEE n’

FOR SOLOMON (FOR A PRINCE AND A KING).
“THOU”, “THINE”) THE ‘‘MOTHER",

(Repeated Alternation.)

A Al |1—-h-—-2lo
A3 ] 6. 1-23,

A5 |

words. Heb. dabar. Ap. 73. x.
(1.7,29; 2.5; 8. 13; 9.10; 10, 27; 14. 26, 27;
L.ORD. Heb. Jehovah. Ap. 4. I

15. 16, 33; 16.6;
the beginning. Andonly the “beginning”, not theend. It is not

Wisdom’s Call.
B! | 2. 16-22. The Foreign Woman.
A?| 8. 1—4. 27. Wisdom’s Call.
B?| 5. 1-23. The Foreign Woman.
Wisdom'’s Call.
B3 | 6. 2¢-35. The Foreign Woman.
At | 7. 1-4, Wisdom’s Call.
Bt | 7. 5-27. The Foreign Woman.
8. 1—9. 12. Wisdom’s Call.
B3 | 9. 13-18, The Foolish Woman.
7 fear=reverence.

This expression occurs fourteen times in Proverbs
19, 23; 22, 4; 28. 17). See Ap. 75. the

‘ wisdom ” itself. True wisdom is to justify God and condemn oneself. See note on Job 28. 28, and cp. 9. 10.

Ps. 111, 10. fools. Heb. ’évil.

29; 12, 15,16; 14. 3, 9; 15. 5; 16. 22; 17, 23

In this book three Heb. words are rendered “fools” :
careless habit of mind and body. Occurs nineteen times in Proverbs, viz. here, 7. 22;
20. 3;

(1) ‘évil=1ax or
10. 8, 10, 14, 21; 11,

24, 7; 27, 3,22; 29.9. (2) k%_ﬂl:fat, and then dense, or

stupid, which comes of it, showing itself in impiety. Occurs forty-nine times in Proverbs, viz. vv. 22, 82; 3.35;

8. 5; 10.1,18, 23; 12, 23; 13. 15, 19, 20;
19. 1, 10, 13, 29; 21, 20; 28.9; 26. 1,
Ecclesiastes. (3) nabdl=a vulgar churl.
in Ecclesiastes.

14. 7, 8, 18, 24, 33;
3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8,9, 10, 11, 12;
Occurs only ‘three times in Proverbs : viz. 17. 7, 21;
despise = have always despised, &c.

15. 2, 7, 14, 20; 17, 1o, 12,16, 21, 24, 25; 18. 2, 6,7;
28, 26; 29. 11, 20; and eighteen times in
30. 22; not
Illustrations : Cain (Gen. 4. 6-8); Hophni and

Phinehas (1 Sam. 2. 12, 25); Nabal (1 Sam. 25. 25); Rehoboam (1 Kings 12. 13); Athenians (Acts 17, 18. 32);

Jews and Greeks (1 Cor. 1, 18, 23, 24),
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1. 8.

PROVERBS.

1. 29.

8 °My son, °hear the Zinstruction of °thy
father,
And forsake not the law of °thy mother:
9 For °they shall be an °ornament of grace
unto thy head,
And chains about thy ° neck.
10 8 My son, if ° sinners entice thee,
° Consent thou not.
11 If they say, ¢« Come with us,
Let us lay wait for °blood,
Let us lurk privily for © the innocent °with-
out cause:
12 Let us swallow them up alive as °the grave;
And whole, as those that go down into
the °pit:
13 We shall find all precious substance,
We shall fill our houses with spoil ;
14 Cast in thy lot among us;
~ Let us all have one purse:”
156 My son, walk not thou in the way with
them;
Refrain thy foot from their ° path:
168 For °their feet run to °evil,
And make haste to shed blood.
17 Surely °in vain the net is spread
In the sight of any bird.
18 And they lay wait for their own blood ;
They lurk privily for their own °lives,
19 So are the ways of every one that is
greedy of gain;
Which taketh away the °life of the
°owners thereof.

20 ° Wisdom crieth ° without;
She uttereth her voice in the °streets:
21 She crieth in the chief place of con-
course,
In the openings of the gates:
In the cityshe uttereth her 2words, °saying,

22 «How long, ye *simple ones, will ye °love
simplicity ?
And the scorners delight in tfeir scorning,
And 7 fools hate knowledge ?

23 ° Turn you at my reproof:
° Behold, I will pour out my °spirit unto you,
I will make known my words unto gou.”

24 Because I have called, and ye °refused ;
I have stretched out my hand, and no man
regarded ;
25 But ye have set at nought all my
counsel,
And would none of my reproof:

28 °J also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when your ° fear cometh ;
27 When your fear cometh as ° desolation,
And your ° destruction cometh as a whirl-
wind ;
When distress and anguish cometh upon

you.
28 ° Then shall they call upon me, but I will
not answer ;
They shall seek me early, but they shall
not find me:
29 °For that they hated knowledge,
AndL did not choose the fear of 7the
ORD :

destruction = calamity.

28 Then, &e.
Jer. 11, 11. Ezek. 8. 1s.

Hos. 5. s,

8 My son. See the Structure (p. 864) for the portions
so addressed (1. -6-—0. 18; 19. 20-34; 27.1—29, 27; 30, 1—
31. 31). Occurs fifteen times in this member (A), and
only in the other corresponding members (D, [, A).

hear, &c. Illustrations: Isaac (Gen. 48. 15); Moses
(Heb. 11. 23); Samuel (1 Sam. 1. 2s8; 2,18; 3. 19-21);
Timothy (2 Tim. 1. 5; 3,15, Aects 16.1, 2).

thy father. The address is educational, this being the
duty of the father, corresponding with A, 81. 1-9, as
contrasted with ‘‘ the words of the wise ”, also addressed
to “my son” (19, 20—24. 34; 27, 129, 27),

thy mother. Cp. 81, 1-9,

9 they: i e. instruction and law.

ornament = garland,

neck. Showing cheerful and willing obedience, in
contrast with stiffneckedness (Ex. 82. s) and pride
(Isa. 8. 16). See also Gen. 41, 42.

10 sinners. Heb. chat@. Ap. 44. i

Consent thou not: Illustrations: Joseph (Gen. 89.
9, 10); prophet (1 Kings 13. 8, 9); Jehoshaphat (1 Kings
22. 49, contrast 2 Chron, 18.2; 20. 35-37); Joash (2 Chron,
24. 17, 18).,

11 blood. Fig., Metalepsis (Ap. 6), ** blood” put for
bloodshedding, and then bloodshedding put for the one
whose blood was shed. See Isa. 83, 15.

the innocent - an innocent one (sing.).

without cause. Cp. John 15. 25.

12 the grave. Heb. sh®dl. Ap. 35.
pit. Heb. bor, a hole bored or dug. Hence a dry pit
or grave. Cp. Gen. 37. 20.

15 path. Some codices, with Aram., Sept., Syr., and
Vulg., read ‘ paths” (pl.).

16 their feet=they. Put by Fig. Synecdochs (of the
Part), Ap. 6, for the persons who run. Quotedin Rom. 8.15,

evil=mischief. Heb. 7d@‘a’. Ap. 44. viii.

17 in vain, &c. =it availsnot. Fig. Paremia. Ap. 6.
The sight of the net does not deter the birds. They
(emphatic) still go on to their capture and death. The
next verse requires this sense. So men go on in their
evil ways, though they know it is to their own ruin (v.1s).
*18 lives-=souls. Heb. nephesh. Ap. 18,

19 life=soul. Heb. nephesh. Ap. 13.

owners. Heb. ba‘al, asin v.17. The “owners” of a
soul are like the ‘“owners” of wings, and are caught
in their own trap with their eyes open.

20-33 (Note the Exfended Alternation in these verses).

a | 20, 21. The Call made.
b | 22. Expostulation of Wisdom with the simple.
c | 23. Promise to hearers.
a | 24,25. The Call made,
b | 26-32, Expostulation of Wisdom with refusers.
c | 33. Promise to hearers,

20 Wisdom. Heb. chokmah. See note on 1. 2.

without. The emphasisison the publicity of her call.

streets =open or broad places, especially about the
city gates (Deut. 18. 16), or open squares. Gen. 19. 2.
Judg. 19.15,20. 2 Chron. 29.4. Ezra 10,9. Est. 6.9, 11,
Job29,7. Ps.144.14, &e. Isa.59. 14, &c. Ezek. 16, 31,

21 saying. The Ellipsis of this verb has frequently
to be supplied. See note on Ps. 109, 5.

22 love. The second feature. The first was igno-
rance in v. 7.

23 Turn, &c, =Turn [and listen to] my reproof.

Behold. Fig. dsterismos(Ap. 6), to emphasise the con-
ditional promise.

spirit, Heb. ritach. Ap. 9. Put by Fig. Metonymy
(of Subject) for all spiritual blessings. ’

24 refused : i. e. refused [to hear), vv. 24-33,

28 §: i.e. I, Wisdom,

fear =what you fear. ‘ Fear” put by Fig. Metonymy
(of Cause) Ap. 6, for the calamity which produced the
fear. Note the Introversion in Heb. of *‘fear”,
‘‘ desolation ”, ““ destruction ”, “anguish ”, in vv. 28, 27.

27 desolation =tempest.

Illustration : Israel (Deut. 1. 45, 46), See also Isa. 1. 15.

29 For that=Forasmuch as.
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