THE LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

(Extended Alternations and Introversion.)
Al (Al| L1 JUDGMENTS. (Aleph (X =A) to Zayin (1=2))
B! D! [1.s-1, ZION. CONFESSION. (Cheth (M=H) to Kaph (3=K).)
j E! | 1.12,13, APPEAL TO PASSERS BY. (Lamed (5=L)to Mem (1=M))
[ D? | 1. 14-13-. ZION. CONFESSION. (Nun) (3=N) to Tzaddi (¥=2).)
l E?[1.-18,19. APPEAL TO PASSERS BY. (Koph, P=K.)
C1| 1.20-22. PRAYER. (Resh (N=R)to Tau (N=T))
A2 1A%| 2113 THE JUDGE. (Aleph (R=A4) to Mem (=M)))
B? D3 |2 14 ZION. SIN UNCONFESSED. (Num, 3=N.)
E3 | 2. 15-17. RECRIMINATION OF PASSERS BY. (Samech (D=S)to Pe(n=P).)
C? | 2.18-22, PRAYER, (Tzaddi(¥=2) to Tau (N=T))
A3 A% [8.1-21. THE JUDGE. (Aleph (N=A) to Zayin t=12).)
B3 E¢ | 8. 22-35, REMEMBRANCE OF JEHOVAH'S MERCIES. (Cheth (1 =H)to Lamed (‘p:L).)
Dt | 8.37-51. ZION. SIN CONFESSED. (Mem (D=M) to Pe(n=P))
C3 | 8. 52-66. PRAYER. (Tzaddi (¥=2Z) to Tau (N=T).)
A4 At[4 112, JTUDGMENTS. (dleph (R=A) to Lamed &=L
Bt | D5 | 4. 13~20, ZION. CONFESSION. (Mem (10=M) to Resh (\=R).)
i E? | 4. 21,22. RETRIBUTION OF JEHOVAH. (Shin (2/=S)to Tau (N=T).)
Ct | 5. 1-22. PRAYER.

For the place of Lamentations in the Hebrew Canon, see Ap. 1, where it is found to be the central book of
the five M¢gilloth (or scrolls).

The book consists of five Elegies on the destruction of Jerusalem; and not, as Josephus supposed, on the
death of Josiah (dnt. Jud. L. x, c. 6, § 1), baging his opinion on 2 Chron. 35. 2.

This book is appropriately read on the Fast of the ninth day of the fifth month (Ab, our August. See
Ap. 51. V). For on that day are still commemorated the five great calamities which befell the nation, viz, :—

1. The return of the twelve spies, and the decree of the forty years’ wanderings in consequence of
the rebellion of the People.

. The destruction of the first Temple by Nebuchadnezzar,

. The destruction of the second Temple by the Romans under Titus.

. The taking of Bether by the Romans under Hadrian, when 580,000 were slain.

. The ploughing of Zion like a field, in fulfilment of Jer, 26,18, &c. and Micah 3. 12.
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The five Elegies are arranged in a remarkable manner :—

The first two (chapters 1 and 2) consist of twenty-two long verses of three lines each, each verse respectively
commencing with the successive letters of the alphabet.

The third (chap. 3) consists of sixty-six verses (3 x 22), each triad of verses commencing with the same letter:
e.g. the first three lines commence with N (4leph), the next three with 3 (Beth), and so on through the twenty-
two letters of the alphabet.

The fourth (chap. 4) is arranged in twenty-two long verses of two lines each, also arranged acrostically.

The fifth (chap. 5) Lamentation is resolved into a prayer, and the acrostic arrangement gives way before the
outburst of emotion. The only connection with the alphabet is that the number of the verses corresponds with
the number of letters (twenty-two).

The Septuagint (followed by the Arabic and Vulgate versions) prefaces its version with these words: “It
came to pass that, after Israel was taken captive and Jerusalem was made desolate, Jeremiah sat weeping,
and lamented with this lamentation over Jerusalem, and said . . .”

The Arabic Targum begins its paraphrase thus: * Jeremiah the prophet, and great priest, said . . .”
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"LAMENTATIONS OF JEREMIAH.

) ° HOw doth the city sit °solitary, that

was full of people! how is she become as
a widow! she that was great among the na-
tions, and princess among the provinces, how
is she become tributary !

2 (1) She ° weepeth sore in the night, and her
tears are on her cheeks: among all her °lov-
ers she hath none to comfort her: all her
friends have dealt treacherously with her, they
are become her ° enemies.

3 () Judah is gone into captivity because of
affliction, and because of great servitude: she
dwelleth °among the ° heathen, she findeth no
rest: all her °persecutors overtook her ° be-
tween the straits.

4 (1) ° The ways of Zion do ° mourn, because
none come to the °solemn feasts: all her gates
are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins
are afflicted, and ghe is in ° bitterness.

5 (M Her adversaries °are the chief, her ene-
mies prosper; for °the LORD hath afflicted her
for the multitude of her °transgressions: her
°children are gone into captivity before the
enemy.

6 () And from the daughter of Zion all her
beauty is departed: her princes are become
°like harts that find no pasture, and they are
gone without strength before the pursuer.

7 (0) Jerusalem remembered in the days of
her affliction and of her miseries all her ° plea-
sant things that she had in the days of old,
when her People fell into the hand of the ene-
my, and none did help her: the adversaries
saw her, and did mock at her ° sabbaths.

8 (n) Jerusalem hath °grievously °sinned;
therefore she °is removed : all that honoured
her despise her, because they have seen her
nakedness: yea, ghe sigheth, and turneth back-
ward,

9 (1) Her filtbiness is in her skirts; she °re-
membereth not her °last end; therefore she
came down ° wonderfully: she had no com-
forter, O SLORD, °behold my affliction: for
the enemy hath magnified himself.

10 () The adversary hath spread out his
hand upon all her 7pleasant things: for she
hath seen that the heathen °entered into her
sanctuary, whom Thou didst command that
they should not enter into Thy ° congregation.

11 () All ber People sigh, they seek bread;
they have given their "pleasant things for
meat to relieve the °soul: see, O % LORD, and
consider ; for I am become vile,

12 (5 Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass
by ? °behold, and see if there ° ¢ any °sorrow
li{e unto my sorrow, which is ° done unto me,
wherewith ° the LORD hath afflicted me in the
day of His fierce anger.

13 () From above hath He sent fire into my
bones, and it prevaileth against them: He
hath spread a net for my feet, He hath turned

TITLE. In the Hebrew text the name of the book
is its first word, ’Eykah =ALAS! The Talmud (Tract,
Baha Bathra, fol. 14b) calls it Kwnoth=dirges or elegies.
The Sept. has Thrénoi, with the same meaning. The
Vulg. has Threni, i.e. Lamentationes and Lamenta.

1 How=Alas! or, O how! Heb. ’éykah=an exclama-
tion of pain and grief, a wailing cry (preserved in Eng.
“gackal™). The Massorak (Ap. 30) points out that this
exclamation is used by three prophets, concerning
Israel : (1) by Moses in her multiplication (Deut. 1. 12.
Cp. v. 11); (2) by Isaiah in her dissipation (Isa. 1. 21);
(3) by Jeremiah in her desolation (Lam. 1. 1), This
word ‘“ How " is to be supplied at the beginning of v, 2
and 3 by Fig. Ellipsis (Ap. 6). Cp. also 2.1; 4.1; and
Isa. 14. 12.

solitary: i.e. empty; referring to the houses and
streets,

2 weepeth sore. Note Fig. Polyptiton (Ap. 6). The
Heb. =a weeping she weepeth. Thus well rendered. See
xX)te on Gen. 26, 28; and note the Fig. Prosopopeeia
{(Ap. 6).

lovers: i.e. allies, whom she had preferred to Jehovah.

See Jer. 2. 17, 21, 36, 37; 4.30; 22 22, Ezek.23; and
29, 6, 17, 1s,

enemies. Especially the Edomites and Ammonites.
Cp. Jer. 12, 14,

3 among the heathen. Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 28. 64, ¢5).

heathen =nations.

persecutors == pursuers.

between the straits. ILike a hunted animal driven
where there is no escape. Same word asin Pss, 116, 3;
118. 5. Occurs only in these three places. Cp. v. s.

4 The ways. Not streets in the city, but the roads
leading thereto.

mourn. Fig. Prosopopeia. Ap. 6.

solemn feasts=appointed feasts,
74. 8 (same word).

bitterness =bitter for her. Instead of festal joy. Cp.
Jer. 7. 34; 16. 9; 25, 10; 381, 13; 33. 11.

B8 are the chief=are the head. Ref. to Pent. (Deut.
28. 13, 44), the same word, Ap, 92,

the LORD. Heb. Jehovah. Ap. 4. IL

transgressions =rebellions. Heb. pasha’. Ap. 44.ix.

children = young children, as in 2, 11,19, 20; and 4. 4,
Not “sons”, 8 like harts, See note on v. 3.

7 pleasant things. Heb. =things of desire. Put by
Fig. Metonymy (of Adjunct), Ap. 6, for the things she
used to enjoy.

sabbaths: or,sabbath-keepings; which shehad herself
profaned. See Jer. 17. 21-23. Ezek. 22. 8, 2¢; 23. 33,

8 grievously sinned. Note the Fig. Polyptoton
(Ap. 6). Heb.=sinned a sin. Thus well rendered. See
note on * weepeth sore” (v. 2).

sinned. Heb. chat@. Ap. 44.1i.

is removed =separated as unclean.

9 remembereth = remembered.

last end =hereafter.

wonderfully. Heb. pl. * wonders” =a great wonder.

behold =ses, behold. Same word as in vv. 18, 20. Not
the same word as in v. 12,

10 entered into her sanctuary. Ref. to Pent.(Deut,
28. 3), a technical expression. Ap. 92.

congregation =convocation, or assembly.

11 soul. Heb, nephesh. Ap. 18.

12 behold=1look attentively. Not the same word as
in oo, 9, 18, 20, be = exists. Heb. yésh. See Gen,
18. 2¢, Prov. 8, 21; 18, 24, &ec. S8OTrOwW =pain.

done unto me. Cp. v. 22; 8. 15.

See note on Ps.
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