NOTES ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (PcE 1206).

* Called ‘‘ Minor ", not because they are less inspired, or of less importance, but only because the prophecies
are ghorter.,

+ The Prophets of the Old Testament are divided in the Hebrew Bible into Two groups:

1. The “Foruer ” Prophets (Joshua to 2 Kings. Zech, 1.4; 7.7,12). See note on p. 289, and Ap. 1, IT;
and therefore by inference,

II. The “LarTER® Prophets (Isaiah to Malachi) in unbroken sequence (Daniel being by man's arrange-
ment and nomenclature in the Hagiographa). See Ap. 1. I1IL

{ Inall Hebrew manuscripts, and printed Hebrew Bibles, the Twelve Minor (or Shorter) Prophets are written,
and printed in unbroken sequence ; and have always been counted, and have come down to us, as one book.

Just as each Tribe was a separate entity in Israel, and yet all the twelve together formed one Nation, so
these Twelve Prophets are combined together to form one book.

As the former (the twelve Tribes) are called * dodekaphilon * = twelve tribes (from dodeka =twelve, and phalé
=tribe), Luke 22. 30; Acts 26.7; and James 1.1; so the latter (the twelve prophets) are called * dodeka pro-
phéton” (Ecclesiasticus 49.10). In his praise of *“ famous men ”, the writer (Jesus, the son of Sirach) says: “and
of the twelve prophets (ton dodeka prophéton) let their memorial be blessed, and let their bones flourish again
from out of their place; for they comforted Jacob (i e. the twelve-tribed Nation) and delivered them by
assured hope.”

The Hebrew text of this twelve-volumed book is divided into twenty-one Sedarim (or sections for public
reading), and these read on without regard to the beginnings or endings of the separate books, thus showing
that the twelve books are to be treated as one book. The twenty-one Sedarim are as follows :—

1. Hos. 1.1 — B, 15, & Amos 7. 15—O0bad. 20. 15. Zeph. 3. 20—Hag. 2. 22.
2, ,, 6.1-—10,11, 9. Obad. 21—Jonah 4. 11, 16. Hag. 2. 23—Zech., 4.1,
8. ,, 10.12—14,6. 10. Mic. 1.1—4. 4. 17. Zech. 4.2 — 6.13.

4. ,, 14.7 —Joel 2. 2. 11, ,, 4.5—17. 19, 18. ,, 6.14— 8.22.

6, Joel 8. 27—Amos 2, 9, 12, ,, 17.20—Nah. 8.19, 19. 8, 23—11. 17,

6. Amos 2, 10—b5. 1. 18. Hab. 1.1—3.19. 20, ,, 12,1 —14. 20,
7., B.14—T.14, 14. Zeph. 1. 1—38. 19, 21. ,, 14.21—Mal 4.s.

From the above twenty-one Sedarim it will be noticed that only four books begin with a Seder (Hosea,
Micah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah); while seven others overlap, and include portions of two books (as in the
case of Nos. b, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, and 21), See notes on pp. 366 and 616,

§ In seeking for the Structure of their Canonical order as a whole, it will be noted that six are dated (Hosea,
Amos, Micah, Zephaniah, Haggai, and Zechariah), and the other six are not dated (Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Malachi). These twelve are again divided into two groups : nine before the Captivity and three after
it. Of the dated prophecies, two contain the names of a King of Israel ; two contain Kings of Judah only; and
two contain Kings of Medo-Persia only.

|| Thus, three groups are formed, consisting of (1) three books (Fl!); six books (F12); and three books (F{3).
As thus set out on p. 1206, further correspondences will be noted as to the special and general scope of the
several prophecies, as indicated by the respective index-letters.
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HOSEA.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

(Introversion.)
B! Al 1 INTRODUCTION.
B |1 2—38.5 SYMBOLICAL.
B | 4.1—14. 5. LITERAL.
A ] 14. 5. CONCLUSION

For the CavoNicaL order and place of the Prophets, see Ap. 1, and pp. 1206 and 1207.
For the CaroroLocicaL order of the Prophets, see Ap. 77.

For the Inter-relation of the Prophetic Books, see Ap. 78.

For the Formule of Prophetic utterance, see Ap. 82.

For the Inter-relation of the Minor (or Shorter) Prophets, see pp. 1206 and 1207.

For References to the Pentateuch by the Prophets, see Ap. 92.

Hosra was a prophet to the Ten Tribes (or Northern Kingdom), but he had warnings for Judah also, as well
as promises of future blessings.

His prophecy is dated as being in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, Kings of Judah, and
in the days of Jeroboam the son of Joash, King of Israel (1. 1).

The period covered must have been about seventy-two years: for JErosoam II ended in 687 s.c., in the
fourteenth of Uzziau; Uzzian died in 649 B.c., & period of thirty-eight years. If we assume that Hosea prophesied
during the last two or three years of JEroBoaM, we have, then, say two years; Uzziam, thirty-eight years;
Jornam, sixteen years (647-631 —16); Ahaz, sixteen years (632-616 =16), a period of seventy-two years to the
commencement of Hezekiau (689-617 B.c. =72). See Ap. 50, pp. 59, 68; and notes on 2 Kings 15. 6, and 17.13.

TThe book of HosEa points to the events immediately preceding the fall of Samaria (the capital of the Ten
Tribes), which took place in the sixth year of Hezekian; and the last statement, in 13. 15, is a terrible prophecy
of Samaria’s end. This took place in 611 s.c., and Hoska's latest date would therefore be 613 B.c., if 13. 16 were,
say, two years before Samaria’s fall in 611 B.c.

This gives us, for the whole period covered by Hosea's prophecy, some seventy-six or seventy-eight years (from
689-611 B.c.). See Ap. 50. VII (6), p. 68, and Ap. 77.

If Hosea were, say, twenty when he received his mission, he would be ninety-eight years of age at the de-
struction of the Northern Kingdom, which ended his prophesying—and probably his life too (¢p. Eli, 1 Sam. 4. 15).

Hosea is quoted, in the New Testament, in Matt. 2.15; 9.13; 12. 7. Rom, 9. 25, 26. 1 Cor. 15. 55. 1 Pet. 2. 5, 10.
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HOSEA.

1 THE word of °the LORD that came unto
°Hosea, the son of ° Beeri, in the days of
°Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings
of Judah, and in the days of ° Jeroboam the
son of Joash, king of Israel.

2 °The beginning of the word of 1the LORD
°by ! Hosea. And the LORD said to ! Hosea,
«“ Go, take unto thee °a wife of °whoredoms
°and °children of ° whoredoms :

°for the °land hath committed great ° whore-
dom, °departing ° from ! the LORD.”

3 So he went and took ° Gomer the daughter
of °Diblaim ; which conceived, and bare him
a son,

4 And 'the LORD said unto him, «Call his
name °Jezreel ;

for yet °a little while, and I ° will avenge the
° blood of °Jezreel upon ° the house of Jehu, and
will ° cause to cease the kingdom of the house
of Israel.

5 And it shall come to pass °at that day, that
I will break the °bow of Israel in the valley of
4 Jezreel.”

8 And she conceived again, and bare a daugh-
ter. And°God said unto him, ¢ Call her name
°Lo-ruhamah:

2 The beginning, &ec.

fact that Hosea was the first (canonically) of fifteen prophets included in the Hebrew canon.

1. 1 the LORD. _Heb. Jehovah. Ap. 4. IL

Hosea. Heb. Hoshé'a’ = Salvation.

Beeri. Jewish tradition identifies B®éri with B®erqh,
of Reuben (1 Chron. 6. 6). Christian tradition makes
Hosea of Issachar. Both names are symbolical, like
the other names in this book. This clause not * evi-
dently inserted by a later hand ”, as alleged.

Uzziah., See note on p. 1208,

Jeroboam: i.e. Jeroboam 1I, the last king but one
of the house of Jehu. See note on 2 Kings 10 30; 14.
23-29. This carries us back to the first fourteen years
of Uzziah’s long reign. See notes on p. 1208, for the
significance of Jeroboam’s name here.

1. 2—-3. 5 (B, p. 1208). SYMBOLICAL,
(Introversion and Alternations.)
A | C|a]1.2-, Symbol. TheFirst Wife. “Go,take.”
b | 1.-2. Signification. The Land departs
from Jehovah.
¢ | 1. 3. The Prophet takes Gomer.
D | E| 1. 4-9. The Former State,
F | 1.10,11, The Latter State.
B | 2.1-4,Samaria. Remon-
strance.

B | 2.5-23. Samaria. Reasons.

A} C|a|8.1-, Symbol. The Second Wife. “Go
yet, dove ?, &ec.

b | 8.-1. Signification. Israel looks to
other gods.

¢ | 8.2,3. The Prophet takes a Woman,

D | E| 8.4. The Present State.
F | 8. 5. The Future State.

This may be understood not merely of Hosea's prophecies, but as referring to the

See Ap. 71.

by =in, as in Num 12. 6,8. Hab. 2.1, Zech. 1.9: i.e. through. a wife of whoredoms: i.e. a woman
of the northern kingdom, and therefore regarded as an idolatress. whoredoms =idolatries. The one
term is used for the other by Fig. Metonymy (of the Subject), Ap. 6, because both were characterised by
unfaithfulness; the former to a husband, and the latter to Jehovah, Who sustained that relation to Israel
(Jer. 81, 32). Cp. 2 Kings 9.22. 2 Chron. 21. 13, Jer. 8. 2. Ezek. 16. 17-35; 20.30; 28.3,7,43. Nah,8.¢ See
4.2,12; b.3,4; 6.10; 7.4, &c. and =and [beget]. children =offspring. Heb. ydilad. The mother
is symbolical of the kingdom, and the offspring of the people. for the land, &c. Note this reason
(**E”, above) : which explains what is meant by, and gives the interpretation of, * whoredoms". Ref. to
Pent. (Ex. 34,16, Lev.17.7; 20. 5. Num. 15. 39. Deut. 31. 16). Ap. 92, land. Heb. 'eretz=earth. Put
by Fig. Synecdoche (of the Whole), Ap. 6, for the land of Israel. Rendered *land”in 4.1. Cp. Joel 1, 2, &e.
departing, &c. Cp. 4.10; 7.8; 8. 11, 14; 10.1; 12, 14; 13. 9. from = from after.

1. 4-9 (E, above). THE FORMER STATE. (Repeated Alternation.)
E | G! [ +-. Symbol. Son’s name (‘‘ Jezreel ”).
HU | -4, 5. Signification, and Reason.
G? | 6-. Symbol. Daughter’s name (Lo-Ruhamah).
H? | -6, 7. Signification, and Reason.
G2 ] 8,9~ Symbol. Son’s name (Lo-Ammi).

H3 | -9, Signification, and Reason.,
8 Gomer=completion (i.e. the filling up the measure of idolatry). Diblaim =a double cake of figs,
symbolical of sensual pleasure, 4 Jezreel. Note the Fig. Paronomasia (Ap. 8) between Israel (v.1) and
Jezreel (Heb, Yisra’el and Yizr’€l). The name is prophetic of coming judgment (see v. 5) and future mercy.
Jezreel is a Homonym, having two meanings : (1) may Gob scatter (Jer. 81. 10); and (2) may Gobp sow (Zech.
10.9). These bind up the two prophetic announcements. Jezreel, the fruitful field, had been defiled with
blood (2 Kings 9. 16, 25, 33; 10. 11, 14), and Israel shall be scattered, and sown among the nations; but, when
God's counsels are ripe, Israel shall be resown in their own land (see 2. 22, 23). a little while. See the
fulfilment in 10, 14. will avenge =shall have visited. blood = blood-guiltiness. Jezreel. Here,
it is used of the valley where the blood was shed. the house of Jehu. Jehu had carried out th judg-
ment of God on the house of Ahab, because it accorded with his own will; but he was guilty of murder,
because it was not executed purely according to the will of God. He would have disobeyed if it had not
served his own interest. This is seen from the fact that he practised Jeroboam'’s idolatries, for which Ahab
liad been judged. cause to cease, &c. This was fulfilled in 611 B.c. (Ap. 50. V, p.59). See 2 Kings
18, 11, 8 at that day: i.e. the day of 2 Kings 18.11, bow. Put by Fig. Metonymy (of the Adjunct),
Ap. 6, for the armies of Israel, 8 God. Supply ‘**Jehovah " from the preceding verses. Lo-ruhamah
=not compassionated. Rendered ‘ not beloved” in Rom. 9. 25, and ‘“not having obtained mercy” in
1 Pet. 2, 10. These latter are the Holy Spirit's Divine interpretation of His own prophecy.
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