NOTES ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE MINOR PROPHETS (PcE 1206).

* Called ‘‘ Minor ", not because they are less inspired, or of less importance, but only because the prophecies
are ghorter.,

+ The Prophets of the Old Testament are divided in the Hebrew Bible into Two groups:

1. The “Foruer ” Prophets (Joshua to 2 Kings. Zech, 1.4; 7.7,12). See note on p. 289, and Ap. 1, IT;
and therefore by inference,

II. The “LarTER® Prophets (Isaiah to Malachi) in unbroken sequence (Daniel being by man's arrange-
ment and nomenclature in the Hagiographa). See Ap. 1. I1IL

{ Inall Hebrew manuscripts, and printed Hebrew Bibles, the Twelve Minor (or Shorter) Prophets are written,
and printed in unbroken sequence ; and have always been counted, and have come down to us, as one book.

Just as each Tribe was a separate entity in Israel, and yet all the twelve together formed one Nation, so
these Twelve Prophets are combined together to form one book.

As the former (the twelve Tribes) are called * dodekaphilon * = twelve tribes (from dodeka =twelve, and phalé
=tribe), Luke 22. 30; Acts 26.7; and James 1.1; so the latter (the twelve prophets) are called * dodeka pro-
phéton” (Ecclesiasticus 49.10). In his praise of *“ famous men ”, the writer (Jesus, the son of Sirach) says: “and
of the twelve prophets (ton dodeka prophéton) let their memorial be blessed, and let their bones flourish again
from out of their place; for they comforted Jacob (i e. the twelve-tribed Nation) and delivered them by
assured hope.”

The Hebrew text of this twelve-volumed book is divided into twenty-one Sedarim (or sections for public
reading), and these read on without regard to the beginnings or endings of the separate books, thus showing
that the twelve books are to be treated as one book. The twenty-one Sedarim are as follows :—

1. Hos. 1.1 — B, 15, & Amos 7. 15—O0bad. 20. 15. Zeph. 3. 20—Hag. 2. 22.
2, ,, 6.1-—10,11, 9. Obad. 21—Jonah 4. 11, 16. Hag. 2. 23—Zech., 4.1,
8. ,, 10.12—14,6. 10. Mic. 1.1—4. 4. 17. Zech. 4.2 — 6.13.

4. ,, 14.7 —Joel 2. 2. 11, ,, 4.5—17. 19, 18. ,, 6.14— 8.22.

6, Joel 8. 27—Amos 2, 9, 12, ,, 17.20—Nah. 8.19, 19. 8, 23—11. 17,

6. Amos 2, 10—b5. 1. 18. Hab. 1.1—3.19. 20, ,, 12,1 —14. 20,
7., B.14—T.14, 14. Zeph. 1. 1—38. 19, 21. ,, 14.21—Mal 4.s.

From the above twenty-one Sedarim it will be noticed that only four books begin with a Seder (Hosea,
Micah, Habakkuk, and Zephaniah); while seven others overlap, and include portions of two books (as in the
case of Nos. b, 8, 9, 12, 15, 16, and 21), See notes on pp. 366 and 616,

§ In seeking for the Structure of their Canonical order as a whole, it will be noted that six are dated (Hosea,
Amos, Micah, Zephaniah, Haggai, and Zechariah), and the other six are not dated (Joel, Obadiah, Jonah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Malachi). These twelve are again divided into two groups : nine before the Captivity and three after
it. Of the dated prophecies, two contain the names of a King of Israel ; two contain Kings of Judah only; and
two contain Kings of Medo-Persia only.

|| Thus, three groups are formed, consisting of (1) three books (Fl!); six books (F12); and three books (F{3).
As thus set out on p. 1206, further correspondences will be noted as to the special and general scope of the
several prophecies, as indicated by the respective index-letters.
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