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JOE L.

1 °THE word of °the LORD that came to
°Joel °the son of Pethuel.

2 °Hear this, °ye °old men, and give ear, all
ye inhabitants of the land. °Hath this been in
your days, or even in the days of your fathers?

3 ° Tell ye your °children of it, and let your
° children tell their °children, and their °chil-
dren another generation.

4 °That which the °palmerworm hath left
hath the °locust eaten; and that which the
locust hath left hath the °cankerworm eaten;
and that which the cankerworm hath left hath
the ° caterpiller eaten.

5 Awake, ye drunkards, and weep; and howl,
all ye drinkers of ° wine,

because of the °new wine; for it is cut off from
your mouth.

6 For °a nation is come up upon °My land,
strong, and without number, whose teeth are
the teeth of a lion, and he hath the cheek teeth
of a great lion,

7 °He hath laid ° My vine waste, and °barked
°My fig tree: he hath made it clean bare, and
caﬁ@t it away; the branches thereof are made
white.

8 °Lament like a virgin girded with sackcloth
for the husband of her youth.

9 The ° meat offering and the ° drink offering
is cut off from the house of 1the LORD; the
priests, ! the LORD’S ° ministers, mourn.

10 The °field is °wasted, the °land mourneth;
for the corn is wasted : the °new wine is dried
up, the oil languisheth.

11 Be ye ashamed, O ye husbandmen; howl,
O %ye vinedressers,

for the wheat and for the barley; because the
harvest of the field is perished.

12 The 7vine is dried up, and the 7fig tree
languisheth ; the pomegranate tree, the palm
tree also, and the apple tree, even all the
trees of the field, are withered: because joy is
withered away from the sons of °men.

13 Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests:
howl, ?ye °ministers of the altar: come, °lie
all night insackcloth, ye ministers of my ° God :

for the *meat offering and the ?drink offering
is withholden from the house of your °God,

by the locusts.

Cp. 2. 2,11,25. Rev. 9.

1 TITLE. The word ofthe LORD. Therefore not
Joel’s. This is the Divine key to the book : Joel's pen,
but not Joel’'s words, Cp. Acts 1, 16 for a similar fact
concerning David.

the LORD. Heb. Jehovah, Ap. 4, II.

Joel=Jehovah [is] GOD.

the son of Pethuel. This does not imply that Pethuel
was & prophet. It merely distinguishes this Joel from
others of the same name.

2 Hear. Note this indication of the formula of Joel’s
prophetic utterances. See Ap, 82,

ye. Heb. has no proper vocative,
with the Article takes its place.

old men. Not official elders, but those whose memory
goes back farthest.

Hath...? Fig. Erotésis(Ap. 6), for emphasis. Cp. 2. 2.

8 Tell yo your children. Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 4. 9;
6.6, 7; 11, 19)., Ap. 92. Cp. Ps. 78, 3-s.

children=sons. Note the Fig. Climax (Ap. 6).

1. 4-13 (B, p. 1224). JUDGMENTS. INFLICTED.
(Division.)
B | Al | 4. The Destroyers. Symbolical and General.
A?| 5-13. The Destruction. Literal and Particular,

4 That which, &c. Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 28, 38). Cp.
2.25. The English of this verse is beautifully idiomatic,
but twelve Hebrew wordscondense the whole. See below,

palmerworm. This is named first of four different
stages of the locust. English =hairy caterpiller; Heb.
gdzam, or the gnawer. The pupa stage.

locust. Heb, 'arbeh =the swarmer. The imago stage.

cankerworm. Heb. yelek=the devourer.

caterpiller. Heb. hagil=the consumer.
stage, Cp. 2. 25, and Nah. 3. 15, 16.

These four words show the completeness of the
destroying agencies. The Heb. reads :(—

‘ Gnawer’s remnant,
Swarmer eats:
Swarmer’s remnant,
Devourer eats ;

Devourer’s remnant,
Consumer eats.”

1. 5-13 (A% above) THE DESTRUCTION.
LITERAL AND PARTICULAR. (Alternations.)
B |a]| s~ ProrLE. Call to Awake and Howl
‘ b | -5-7. Reason. Vine and Fig. Laid waste.
C|ec| s Lanp, Call to Lament,
d | 9,10, Reason. Offerings cut off.
a | 11-, ProrLE. Call to be Ashamed and Howl.
b | -11,12, Reason. Corn and Wine perished.
C | ¢ ] 13-, Prresrs. Call to Lament.
d | -18, Reason. Offeringswithholden.
6 wine. Heb. yayin. Ap. 27. L
new wine. Heb. ‘agis. Ap. 27.V.
8 a nation. See 2.20; and ep. Dan. 11. Put for the
great destroying powers which are symbolized in v. 4

The simple Noun

The larva

A2

|

My land. So called because Jehovah is about to put in His

claim. The end-time is here referred to, when He will do this: *the day of the Lorn”. Seew. 15, and 2. 1, &e.

7 He. The nation of v. 6. My vine .
10. 1. Also for the fig-tree cp. Hos. 9. 1o0.

splinters or chips. Heb. k*zaphdh.
8 Lament. Fem. agreeing with “land”, v. 6.

minchah. See Ap. 48, 1L iii. Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 2).
(Ex. 29. 40, Lev. 23.13.

(Num. 8. 6, &e.). Ap, 92,
« . . 8adeh., land =soil
same as in 2, 21,
Ap. 27. II. Same word as in 2. 19, 24,
Ap. 14. 1,
The symbol of mourning; ep. 2 Sam. 12. 1.

10 fleld..

. « My fig tree.
recover His People Israel, as the issue of *‘the day of the Lorp”.
Matt. 21. 19.
Occurs only here.

Num. 15. 3-10) and Ap. 92. See Ap. 43. II. x.
. wasted. Note the Fig. Paronomasia (Ap. 6).
Heb. ’ddamdh. Not the same word as in vv. 2, 6, 14, &c., in this book; but the
Verses 10-12 show why the offerings cannot be brought.
Not the same as in v. 5 and 3. 1s.
13 ministers of the altar. Ref. to Pent. (Ex. 80. 20).

Note this * My ", for Jehovah is about to
Cp. Ps. 80. 8,14, Isa. b.1-6; 27. 2. Hos.
Luke 13. s, 7. barked =reduced to
The root is connected with foam, cp, Hos. 10. 7.
9 meat offering=the meal or gift offering. Heb.
Ap. 92, Cp. 2. 14, drink offering. Ref. to Pent.
ministers. Ref. to Pent.
Heb. shuddad

new wine., Heb. tirdsh.
12 men. Heb. 'adam.
Ap. 92, lie all night, &ec.

God. Heb. Elohim. Ap. 4. L.
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1 14.

JOEL.

2. 8.

14 Sanctify ye a fast, call °a solemn assembly,
° gather the elders and all the inhabitants of the
land info the house of 'the LORD your 2 God,
and cry unto ! the LORD,

15 Alas for the day! for °the day of lthe
LORD is at hand, and as a °destruction from
°the ALMIGHTY shall it come.

16 °Is not the meat cut off before our eyes,
yeq, °joy and gladness from the house of our
13God?

17 ° The seed is rotten under their clods, the
garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken
down; for the corn is withered,

18 How do °the beasts groan! the herds of
cattle are perplexed, because they have no
pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made
desolate,

19 O 1 LORD, °to Thee will Icry: for °the fire
hath devoured the pastures of the °wilderness,
gnd the flame hath burned all the trees of the

eld.

20 The beasts of the field cry also unto Thee:
for the °rivers of waters are dried up, and the
fire hath devoured the pastures of the *wilder-

ness,
2 Blow ye the trumpet in ° Zion, and °sound
an alarm in °My °holy mountain: let all
the inhabitants of the land tremble ;

for °the day of °the LORD cometh, for it is
nigh at band;

2 °A day of darkness and of gloominess, a
day of clouds and of thick darkness, as the
‘morning spread upon the mountains: °a great
people and a strong; there hath not been ever
the like, neither shall be any more after it,
even to the years of many generations.

3 ° A fire devoureth before °them ; and behind
them a flame burneth: the land is as °the
garden of Eden before them, and behind them
°a desolate wilderness; yea, and nothing shall
escape them.

4 ° The appearance of them is as the appear-
ance of horses; and as °horsemen, so shall
they run.

5 °Like the noise of chariots °on the tops of
mountains shall they °leap, like the noise of
a flame of fire that devoureth the stubble, °as
a strong people set in battle array.

8 Before their face the ° people shall be much
pained : all faces shall gather °blackness.

7 They shall run like mighty men ; they shall
climb the wall like °men of war; and they
shall march every one on his ways, and they
shall not break their ranks:

8 Neither shall one °thrust another; they
shall °walk every one in his path: and when
they fall upon the °sword, °they shall not °be
wounded. '

symbolized by the locusts of 1. 4. Cp. Rev. 9. 7.
the noise, &c. Cp. Rev. 9. 9,

Cp.v.2. Not locusts.

blackness=rpaleness,
walk =march, as in ». 7,
because not used earlier than 2 Chron, 23. 10; 32. 5.
4. 13, they shall not, &c.

Connect this with the end of v. 4.
connect this with the leaping, not with the chariots.
The symbol must not be confused with what is symbolized.
7 men. Heb. pl. of 'éndsh. Ap. 14. IIIL

sword = weapons.

Cp. Rev. 9. The whole scene belongs to ‘‘the day of the Lorp”.
confusion arises from not keeping the symbol distinct from what is symbolized.

1. 14-3. 27 (4, p. 1224). CALL TO REPENT-
ANCE. (Simple and Extended Alternations.)
A | D | F| 114 Call to Fast.
‘ G | 1. 15, Reason.
H | 1. 16-20. Consequences.
E [ J | 2.1~ Call to Blow the Trum- 3
pet. 2
K | 2. -1. Reason. } 3
L | 2.2-11. Consequences, / M
F| 2 12-13~, Call to Fast.
G | 2. -13, Reason.
H | 2 14, Consequences.
E{J |2 15-17-, Call to Blow the
Trumpet.
K | 2, -17. Reason.
L |2 18—38, 21,
quences.

14 a solemn assembly=a day of restraint.
‘dz@rah. Occurs only here, in2.15; 2 Kings 10. 20; and
Isa. 1. 13, Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 28. 36. Num. 29. 35,
Deut. 16. 8) where the fom, form ‘azereth is used (Ap. 92).
It is found also in 2 Chron, 7. 9. Neh. 8. 1.

gather the elders. There being no mention of a king
in this book is held by some as pointing to the time of
Athaliah’s usurpation. But see notes on p. 1224, and
Ap. 77 '

15 the day of the TLORD. See note on Isa. 2. 12.
This is the great subject of Joel's prophecy, already
then “at hand?”,

destruction from the ALMIGHTY. Note the Fig.
Paronomasia (Ap. 6). Heb. k¢shod miskshaddai =mighty
destruction from the ALmienry. Cp. Isa. 13. 6.

the ALMIGHTY —the All-bountiful. Heb. Shaddas.
Ap. 4. VIL. In this connection it is similar to * the
wrath of the Lamb” (Rev. 6. 16, 17) in its violent con-
trast. 16 Isnot .. .? Fig Erotésis. Ap. 6.

joy and gladness, Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 12. 6, 7; 16,
11, 14, 15).

17 The seed, &c. Note the Fig. Anabasis (Ap. 6) in
this verse. 18 the beasts. Cp. Hos. 4. 3.

19 to Thee will I cery. Cp. Ps. 50, 15,

the fire. Cp. 2. 3.

wilderness=common land.

20 rivers=waters of the Aphikim. See note on
 channels ”, 2 Sam, 22, 1s.

2. 1 Zion. See Ap. 68
sound an alarm. Ref. to Pent. (Num. 10, 5,9). Ap, 92,
My. Note the Pronoun, and see notes on 1. 6,7
holy mountain =mountain of My sanctuary.
holy. See note on Ex. 8. 5.
the day of the LORD. See notes on 1.15.
the subject of the book. Cp. Obad. 15,
the LORD. Heb. Jehovah, Ap. 4. IIL,
2 A day, &c. Cp. Amos b. 13, 20.
morning = blackness, or darkness. Heb. shahar. A
Homonym with two meanings: (1) to be black or dark
(Job 30. 30). Hence put for seeking in the early morning
while yet dark (Pss. 78, 34; 63.1. Prov.1.2s. Isa.26.9.
Hos. 5. 15, &c.); (2) dawn or morning (Gen. 19, 15; 32,
24, 26, Josh. 6. 15, Hos. 6. 3; 10. 15, &c.).
a great people. Symbolized by the locusts in 1. 4.
3 A fire, &c. Cp. 1. 19, 20.
them. The northern army (v 11) symbolized by the
locusts of 1. 4.
the garden of Eden. Ref. to Pent. (Gen. 2. s; 18.10).
Ap. 92, Cp. Isa. 51. 3. - Ezek. 38, 35,
a desolate wilderness. Cp. 8. 19, Pg, 107. 34,
4 The appearance of them: i.e. the army of v. 20,
horsemen =war-horses (Hab. 1. s). 5 Like
on the tops, &c. The Heb. accents
leap =rattle along. as a strong people.
6 people=people’s.
8 thrust=jostle, or press.
Heb. shelach = missiles, supposed to be ‘‘ a late word "
Neh.4.17,23; but it is used in Job 38, 18; 36.12. Song
Only
be wounded =stop.

]

Conse-

Priests.

Heb.

This is
Zeph. 1, 14, 15,
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