AMOS.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

(Repeated Allernation.)
1.1,2. THE TITLE.
Al | 1.3—6.14, LITERAL. PROPHETIC,
B! | 7.1-s. SYMBOLIC. GRASSHOPPERS. FIRE. PLUMBLINE,
A’ | %.10-17, LITERAL. PROPHETIC.

&

B2 |8 1-5. SYMBOLIC. BASKET OF SUMMER FRUIT.
A¢? 18 ¢14 LITERAL. PROPHETIC.

B? 9 1-+. SYMBOLIC. STRIKING THE LINTEL.
A*]95-15 LITERAL PROPHETIC.

For the Canowicar order and place of the Prophets, see Ap. 1 and p. 1207.
For the CuronorogIcaL order of the Prophets, see Ap. 77.

For the Inter-relation of the Prophetic Books, see Ap. 78,

For the Inter-relation of the Minor (or Shorter) Prophets, see p. 1206,
For the Formulae of prophetic utterances. See Ap. 82,

For references to the Pentateuch by the Prophets, see Ap. 92.

Awos corresponds to Hosea, the link being Jeroboam II (2 Kings 14. 27). See p. 1206, A native of Judah,
he prophesied in Israel (1. 1; 7. 10), and against Israel. As Jeroboam II died in the fourteenth year of Uzziah
king of Judah, Amos was among the earliest of all the prophets (chronologically). Hence :

The references to Israel’s Religious History show that the Law and Commandments were known (2. 4) though
not kept, but despised (2. 4); that Israel was oppressive (2. ¢), impure (2. 7), luxurious (6. 1-6), idolatrous (2. 8);
that they had had earlier prophets (2. 11; 7. 14; 8, 11); that Israel alone knew the true God (3. 2); that Beth-el
and Gilgal had been places of transgression (8, 14; 4. 4¢; 5. 5).

The references to Israel's Internal History show that the nation had once been one (8. 1); that Joseph's
history was well known (6. 6); that the high places of Israel were known (7. 9); as was David (6. 5).,

The references to Israel’s External History show that the Exodus was known (2. 10; 3.1; 5. 25; 9. 7); that
the nation had wandered in the wilderness (2. 10; 5. 25); and were idolaters there (5. 25, 26) ; that the Amorites
had been destroyed (2. 9, 10); that Gilead (1. 13) and Sodom (4. 11) had been destroyed.

The references to the Ceremonial Law show that it could not have been written after the days of Amos.
Note the references to Burnt offerings (4. ¢; 5. 22), and the Altar of Burnt offerings (9, 1); Meal offerings (5. 22);
Peace offerings (5. 22); Thank offerings (4. 5); Free-will offerings (4. 5); Feast days (5. 21); Feast of New Moon

(8.5); the Sabbath laws (8. 5); laws as to debt (8. 6); tovows (2 11, 12); to baldness for the dead (8.10); to pledges
(2. 8), and many other things.

As to the dating of Amos, it is * concerning IsraeL in the days of Uzziah and Jeroboam II, two years before
the earthquake” (1. 1).

Uzziah and Jeroboam IT were contemporary from the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam till his forty-second
year: i.e. fourteen years (from 701-687 B.c.). See Ap. 50,

The inference is that the earthquake and Jeroboam's end coincide; and that the “gap” of twenty-four

years in the history of Israel (see Ap. 50, p. 59) was caused by, or in some way related to, the earthquake
(687 B.c.), and before Zachariah began his reign of six months.

“Two years before the earthquake” would be 689-688 (a jubilee year). At that time the prophecy of Amos
commenced (689 B.c.). He declared the death of Jeroboam by the sword (7. 11), and the captivity (7. 11), which
took place seventy-eight years later (in 611 B.c.).

Possibly he was “ chased out” of Israel into Judah by Amaziah the priest of Beth-el, on the charge of treason
against Jeroboam (7. 10-17) ; or he may have remained (most probably) and perished in the earthquake, as there
is no reference to that catastrophe, which might be expected, if his prophecies had extended beyond that great

landmark in the history of Israel. It would, in that case, follow that the period covered by Amos was during
those two years, which would be 689-687 . c.

The death of Jeroboam II presumably took place before, or about the time of, the earthquake.
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AMOS.

1 °THE words of ° Amos, who was among
the ° herdmen of ° Tekoa, ° which he °saw
concerning °Israel °in the days of Uzziah King
of Judah, and in the days of ° Jeroboam the
son of Joash king of Israel, °two years before
°the earthquake.

2 And ° he said, °**The LORD will ° roar from
Zion, and °utter His voice from Jerusalem;
and the °habitations of the °shepherds shall
mourn, and the °top of Carmel shall °wither.”

8 °Thus saith 2the LORD; ¢“For °three
°transgressions of Damascus, and for four,

I will not ° turn away ° the punishment thereof;

because they have °threshed Gilead ° with
threshing instruments of iron:

4 But °I will send a fire into the house of
°Hazael, which shall devour the ° palaces of
°Ben-hadad.

5 I will break also °the bar of Damascus,
and cut off °the inhabitant from the plain of
° Aven, and him that holdeth the sceptre from
°the house of Eden: and the people of Syria
shall go into captivity unto °Kir,” saith ?the
LORD,

shepherds. Not the same word as in v, 1, but the

TITLE. 1 The words of Amos.
of Jehovah by Amos. See v. 3.

Amos=Burden.

herdmen =shepherds. Heb. nok’'dim ; so called from
a peculiar breed of stunted sheep (with fine wool).
Mesha was called a nokéd, rendered ‘ sheepmaster”
(2 Kings 3. 4). See Ap. 54, Occurs only in these two
places. But Amos was also a herdman, as is clear from
7.14; where bokér is from bakdr, an ox, and hence is
connected with ploughing (1 Kings 19. 19, 21, &c.). See
note on 7. 14.

Tekoa. Now Khan Teki'a, five miles south of Beth-
lehem, and ten from Jerusalem. Cp. 2 Sam. 14. 2,
2 Chron. 20. 20,

which =which [words].

saw=saw [in a vision].
Ezek. 12, 27.

Israel. This gives us the subject of the book.

in the days. Cp. Hos. 1.1

Jeroboam. See 7. 10.

two years before the earthquake: i.e. before the
one well known and remembered. Cp. Zech. 14. 5,

the earthquake. Fig. Hysterésis. Ap. 6.

2 he said. Thus writing the words down.

The LORD, Heb. Jehovah. Ap, 4. II. This title is
not the usual one in this book.

roar=roar as a lion, or thunder. It is always, when
predicated of the Lorp, connected with the end of
Gentile dominion. Cp. Jer. 25, 30. Joel 3. 14,

utter = give out. habitations=pastures.
usual word (rd@"dh=tenders). top of Carmel.

But the words

Cp. Num. 24. 4,16. Isa. 30. 10,

Mount Carmel in the north, thus embracing the whole land; now Jebel Keirmil; not Carmel in Judah
(south of Hebron); now el Kudrmdil. Cp, 1 Sam. 25, 2. Isa, 33.9. wither=be dried up.

1, 2-6. 14 (A}, p. 1231). LITERAL. PROPHETIC. (Division.)

Al | Al |1 2—2.16. Israel, Judah, and other nations,
A? | 8.1—6. 14, Israel alone.

1. 2—2. 16 (A1, above). ISRAEL, JUDAH, AND OTHER NATIONS,
(Repeated Alternation, and Introversion.)
B! | D! | 1. 2-5. North. (Damascus.)
! El] 1, 6-8. South. (Gaza.)
C1] 1. 9,10, Middle. (Tyre.)
E? | 1.11,12, South. (Edom.)
D? | 1,13-15 North. (Ammon.)
C? | 2.1-3. Middle. (Moabh.)
E3 ] 2. 4,5 South. (Judah.)
D3| 2.6-16. North, (Israel.)

1. 2-5 (D), above). NORTH. DAMASCUS.
D! | a | 2-. Transgressions. (General.)

b | ~3-. Threatening. (Negative.)
a | -3. Transgressions. (Particular.)
b | 4,5 Threatening, (Positive.)

8 Thus saith the LORD. Jehovah’s words : not the words of Amos. ; The prophetic formula. See Ap. 82.
See the twelve with Jehovah, in vv. 3, 6,9, 11, 13; 2, 1, 4,6; 8.12; b. 4; 16; 7.17; and the two with Adonai
Jehovah in 8.11; 5. 8, three . . . four. Hebrew idiom to express several, or many (Job 33. 29,
marg.). Cp. Prov. 30. 15, 18, 21, 29. transgressions. Heb. pdsha’. Ap. 44.ix. turn away =
turn it back, or avert it. the punishment thereof, There is no Ellipsis to be supplied, and no separate
Heb. word for ‘‘ thereof”. The Heb. is lo’ 'dshibenna, I will not cause it to turn back : i.e. I will not avert
it. The pronoun “it” is masc., agreeing with and referring to earthquake (v. 1), and means that Jehovah
would not avertit. So in all the eight occurrences (vv. 3, 6,9,11,13; 2.1, 4, §). threshed Gilead. Cp.
Joel 8. 14, The very term used in 2 Kings 18. 7. with=[as it were] with. Fig. Hypocatastasis. Ap. 6.
4 I will send a fire. Cp. 1.7,10,12; 2.2,5. Ref. to Jer. 17, 27; 49. 27; 50, 32. Hos. 8. 14, Hazael.
Cp. 2 Kings 8. 12; 10. 32, 33; 13. 3, palaces: or fortresses. Heb, ’‘armon. Occurs (in pl.) twelve times in
Amos (see Ap. 10): 1.4, 7,10,12,14; 2.2,5; 8.9,9,10,11; 6. 8; seven times with the verb ““devour” (Heb. ’dkal).
Ben-hadad. An official title of the Syrian kings =son of Hadad : i.e. the sun-god. The Ben-hadad of 2 Kings
13. 3; not of 2 Kings 8. 7-15. 6 the bar. Note the Fig. Metalepsis (Ap. 6), by which ¢‘ bar” is put by
Fig. Metalepsis, Ap. 6, for the gates, and then the gates puat for defence of the city. Cp. Deut. 3.5, 1 Kings

Al

B2

B3

(Alternation.)

4,13. Jer.51.30. Lam. 2.9, the inhabitant: or, him that is seated : i. e. the ruler, corresponding
with the next line. Aven, Same as Beth-aven, east of Beth-el, belonging to Benjamin. Cp. Hos.
4.15; 5.8; 10. 5,8, the house of Bden == Beth-eden. Kir., Soin 9.7, 2 Kings 16.9. Isa. 22 s.
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