MALACHI.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

(Division.)
2| A!]1.1-5. NATIONAL ELECTION.
A? |1 6—4. 6. NATIONAL REJECTION.

For the CaxorrcaL order and place of the Prophets, see Ap. 1, and pp. 1206 and 1207,
For the Curoxorosican order of the Prophets, see Ap. 77

For the Inter-relation of the Prophetic Books, see Ap. 78.

For the Formule of Prophetic utterance, sece Ap. 82.

For References to the Pentateuch by the Prophets, see Ap. 92,

For the Inter-relation of the Minor (or Shorter) Prophets, see pp. 1206 and 1207,

Malachi is one of the six undated Minor (or Shorter) Prophets. His book shows that the Temple-worship,
W ith its sacrifices, &ec., had been fully restored; but the ceremonial formalism and hypocrisy, which cul-
| minated in the days of our Lord’s ministry, are seen actively at work.

No sooner were the restraining influences of Ezra and Nehemiah removed, than the corruption began; and
went on apace, as evidenced by Mal. 1.7,8; 8.8, &e.

From the “ Restoration” and the First Passover to the birth of Messiah was exactly 400 years, the last great
period of Probation (40 x 10; see Ap. 10). It was the great testing-time given to the Nation in the Land.

If we take the date of Malachi as being 400 years before the anointing of Messiah and the commencement
of His Ministry (a.p. 26), then we have, reckoning back from a.v. 26, the year 374 n.c. This gives thirty years
from the Restoration to the condition of the Nation described in this prophecy, and twenty-nine clear years
from Ezra's last date (l1st Nisan, 408 B.c.): a period amply sufficient for the terrible declension of which
Malachi speaks. Milner, in his valuable Church History, remarks that great reformations seldom seem to last
in their purity more than thirty years.

If this be so, then Malachi may be dated as about 374 B.c., thirty years after the commencement of the
| Temple-worship, which marked the beginning of the 400 years till the birth of THE Messenger (John the
B'\ptlst), and of ThE Mrssian., (See Ap. 77. 9)
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MALACHI.

1 THE ° burden of the word of °the L.ORD °to
Israel ° by ° Malachi.
2 °«] have loved pou, “saith *the LORD.

Yet ye say, « Wherein hast Thou loved us?’
Was not ° Esau °Jacob’s brother ? °saith !the
LORD: yet I 1oved °Jacob,

3 And I hated 2Esau, and laid his mountains

and his heritage waste for the °dragons of
the wilderness.

4 Whereas Edom saith, « We are °impover-
ished, but we will return and build the desolate
places;”’
thus °saith °the LORD of hosts, Tfep shall
build, but § will throw down; and they shall
call them, The °border of ° wickedness, and,
The people against whom 'the LORD hath
indignation for ever.

5 And your eyes shall see, and ye shall say,
1«The LORD will be magnified from the ¢ border
of Israel.’

8 ° A son honoureth his father, and a servant
his °master: °if then § be a Father, where is
Mine honour ? and if & be a Master, where is
My fear ? 4saith ‘the LORD of hosts unto you,
O priests, that despise ° My name. And ye say,
Wherein have we despised Thy name ?’

7 °Ye °offer polluted bread upon Mine altar;
and ye say, ‘Wherein have we polluted Thee?’
In that ye say, ¢ The table of 'the LORD °is
contemptible.’

8 And °if ye 7offer the blind for sacrifice, 7is
itnot°evil ? and if ye "offer the lame °and sick,
7is it not ° evil? 7offer it now unto thy governor;
will he be pleased with thee, or accept thy
person? saith ¢the LORD of hosts.

9 And now, °I pray you, beseech ° GOD that
He will be gracious unto us: °this hath been
°by your means: will He °regard your per-
sons ? ¢saith ¢ the LORD of hosts.

10 Who is there even among °pou that
would shut the doors for nought ? neither do
ye kindle fire on Mine altar for nought. Ihave
no pleasure in you, ¢saith 4the LORD of hosts,
neither will I accept an °offering at your hand.

11 °For from the rising of the sun even unto
the going down of the same My name shall be
great among the ° Gentiles; and in every place
incense shall be "offered unto My name, and
a pure "Yoffering: for My name shall be great
among the ° heathen, ¢ saith ¢*the LORD of hosts.

12 But pe have profaned °it, in that ye say,

are marked off by minor aceents.
(1) The argument is based on natural reverence;

Hos. 11.1); (3) the conclusion being that the priests were the guilty cause.
offer =bring nigh. Heb. nagash. Ap. 48. I.1ii.

to Pent. (Deut. 15. 21). Ap. 92.
ve offer the blind, &e. Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 22, 22,
sick [saying], it is not evil. evil.
Ap. 6. GOD. Heb. El. Ap. 4.1V,
your means=at your hands.
a gift-offering. Heb. minchah. Ap. 43.IL, iii.
the commentary. Gentiles =nations.

—c e

Heb. rd‘a’.
regard =accept.

heathen =nations, or Gentiles.

1. 1-8 (A, p. 1296). NATIONAL ELECTION.
(Repeated Alternation.)
Al Al ] 1,2-, Words of Jehovah toIsrael : of His love.
Bl | —2-. Israel’s answer.
A? | -2,3, Wordsof Jehovah toIsrael: of His love.
B? | ¢+-, Edom’s answer.
A3 | -4, 5, Words of Jehovah to Israel : of His love.

1 burden. Seenote on Isa. 13.1; andcp. Zech. 9.1;
12.1, &e. the LLORD. Heb. Jehovah. Ap. 4. II.

to. Not ‘concerning”. by =by the hand of.

Malachi. Heb. =My messenger, relating to the five
messengers in this book : see Ap.10. (1) Malachi him-
self (1.1); (2) the true Priest (2. 7); (8) John the Baptist
(8.1-); (4) the Messiah Himself (3. -1-3); (5) Elijah (4. 5).
This last prophecy introduces the great fulfilment ot Je-
hovah’s prophecy by Moses, the first prophet to Israel,
in Deut. 18. 15-19. Cp. Acts 3. 18-26; 7. 37.

2 I have loved pou, Ref. to Pent.(Deut. 7. 8; 10. 15;
33. 3). saith =hath said. Quoted in Rom. 9, 13,

Bsau Jacob’s. Put by Fig. Metonymy (of Adjunct),
Ap. 6, for their posterities. Quoted in Rom, 9. 13,

saith the LORD =[is] Jehovah's oracle.

3 dragons= jackals, Cp. Isa.13.22; 34.13. Jer.9.11;
10. 225 49, 33; 51. 37,

4 impoverished: or, beaten down.

saith - hath said.

the L.ORD of hosts. This expression ocecurs twenty-
four times in this prophecy, and gives its character to
the whole, as in Zechariah. border: or, territory.

wickedness=lawlessness. Heb. rdsha’. Ap. 44. x.

1. 6—4. 6 (A2 p- 1296). NATIONAL REJECTION.
(Extended Alternation.)
A?)C| 1. 6—2 16. Israel’s deeds reproved.
D | 2.17. Israel's words reproved.
E ] 8.1-6. Jehovah’s Messenger. Purging all.
C | 8. 7-12. Israel’s deeds reproved.
D | 3.13-—4. ¢, Israel's words reproved.
E | 4.5,6. Jehovah's Messenger, Restoringall.

1. 6—2. 16 (C, above). ISRAEL’S DEEDS
REPROVED. (Division.)

F! | 1. 6-14. Priests and People. Ceremonial.

F?| 2. 1-16. Priests and People, Moral.

1. g-14 (F!, above). PRIESTS AND PEOPLE.
CEREMONIAL. (dlternation.)
H | 6-10. Sinful offerings. Priests.
J | 11, Jehovah will yet be honoured by
| a pure offering.
H | 12-14-, Sinful offerings. People.
J l -14. Jehovah will yet be great among
] the peoples.

6 A son, &c. Ref. to Pent. (Ex. 20.12), Ap. 92. Note
the Fig. Anaccendsis (Ap. 6). An appeal to opponents
as having a common interest. Cp.Isa. 5. 4. Luke 11, 19,
Actsd, 19, 1 Cor.4.21; 10.15; 11.13,14. Gal. 4. 21,

master. The Heb. accents place the chief pause here,
where the statement ends on which the appeal is
based. if then &, &e. These two appeals

C

1o G‘

&

My name: which is again marked off for special emphasis,

(2) the breach is shown in the case of Israel (Isa.41.s.
7 Ye offer, &c. Ref.
is=it [is]. 8 if
Deut. 15, 21). and sick, is it not=and
Ap. 44. viii. 9 I pray you, &ec. Fig. Irony.
this hath been =this hath come to pass. by
10 pou, Emph. i. e. you [priests]. offering =

11 For. See the Structure (*“J” and “J", above) for
12 it=Me. “Me"

Ap. 92,

was the reading in the primitive text; but the Sopherim state that they altered 'othi(Me) to '6thé (him, or it)
out of a (mistaken) sense of reverence. See Ap.33. Cp.3.9; and Ezek. 13. 19,
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MALACHI. 2.11.
«The °table of “the LORD* "/s polluted; and| table: i.e. the altar.
the fruit thereof, even his meat,is contemptible.” | the TLORD*=Jechovah (Ap.4.1I). Heb. Adonai. Ap.

13 Ye said also, °<Behold, what a weariness
is it!’ °and ye have °snuffed at °it, *saith ¢the
LORD of hosts; °and ye brought that which
was torn, and the lame, and the sick; thus ye
brought an Y offering: °should I accept tfig of
your hand ? ¢saith !the LORD.

14 But cursed be the deceiver, which °hath
in his flock a male, and voweth, and sacrificeth
unto 2the LORD* a corrupt thing:

for I ama great King, 4saith ¢the LORD of hosts,

and Myname is dreadful among the ! heathen.

2 And now, O ye °priests, °this command-
ment is for you.

2 °If ye will not hear, and if ye will not lay it

to heart, to give glory unto ° My name, °saith
“the LORD of hosts,

I will even °send a curse upon you, and I
will °curse your blessings: yea, I have cursed
them already, because ye do not lay if to heart.

3 °Behold, I will °corrupt your seed, and
spread ° dung upon your faces, even the °dung
of your solemn °feasts; and one shall take gou
away with °it.

4 And ye shall know that I have sent this
commandment unto you, that My covenant
might °be with Levi, 2saith 2 the LLORD of hosts.

5 °My covenant was with him of life and
peace; and °I gave them to him for the fear
wherewith e feared Me, and ° was afraid before
My name,

6 The law of truth was °in his mouth, °and
iniquity was not found in his lips: he walked
with Me in peace and equity, and did turn
many away °from iniquity.

7 For °the priest’s lips should keep °knowledge,
and ° they should seek the law at his mouth : for
fe is the messenger of 2the LORD of hosts,

8 But yge are departed out of the way; ye have
caused many to stumble at the law; ye have
°corrupted the covenant of Levi, ?saith 2the
LORD of hosts.

9 «Therefore have J also made gou con-
temptible and base before all the °People,
°according as ye have not kept My ways, but
have °been partial °in the law.”

10 ° Have we not all one Father? hath not one
°GOD created us? why do we deal °treacher-
ously °every man against his brother, by
profaning the covenant of our fathers?

11 ° Judah hath dealt treacherously, and an
abomination is committed in Israel and in
Jerusalem ; for Judah hath profaned the ° holi-
ness of °the LORD °which He loved, and hath
married the daughter of a °strange 1°GOD.

4. VIII (2). But this is one of the 134 places which the
Sopherim say they altered Jehovah to * Adonai”,

13 Behold., Fig. Asterismos. Ap. 6.

and. Note the Fig. Polysyndeton (Ap. 6).

snuflfed =puffed. ‘Snuffed” is an archaism for
‘‘sniffed” =complained by snivelling: i, e, pooh-poohed.

it=My altar. See note on v. 12,

should I accept, &c. Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 22 20). Ap. 92.

14 hath. Heb. yésh. See note on Lam. 1. 12,

2. 1-16 (¥F?, p.1297). PRIESTS AND PEOPLE.
MORAL. (Division.)

K! | 1-~9. The Priests reproved.

K% | 10-16. The People reproved.

2. 1-9 (K, above) THE PRIESTS REPROVED
(Introversion and Alternation.)
N [1,2-. Commandment given.
O | -2-4. Punishment threatened.
M | 5-7. Covenant with Levi.
8. Commandment disobeyed.
O | 9. Punishment administered.

1 priests, See the Structures, above.

this commandment. As to reformation.

2 If ye will not hear. Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 26, 14,
Deut. 28, 15). Ap. 92.

My name. See note on Ps, 20, 1.

the LORD of hosts. See note on 1. 4.

saith =hath said.

send a curse=send the curse, Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 28,
20). Ap. 92.

curse your blessings. Ref. to Pent. (Deut. 28, 2).

3 Behold. Fig. Asterismos. Ap. 6.

corrupt=rebuke; as in 3. 11. Ps. 106, 9, Isa.17.13.
Heb. ga'ar. Occurs fourteen times, Always rendered
*‘rebuke” except here, and Jer. 29. 27 (* reproved ).

dung=refuse; always sacrificial. Oce. seven times.
feasts. Put by Fig. Metonymy (ot Adjunct), Ap. 8, for
the sacrifices offered at the teasts.

it: i.e. the refuse. 4 be=continue.

65 My covenant was with him. Ref. to Pent, (Num.
25.10-13. Deut. 33. 8,9, 10). Ap. 92,

I gave them, &ec.: I gave this “life” and “ peace”
to him [Levi] as an awe-inspiring, reverend character-
istic ; because he stood in awe of Me. There scems to
be a distinct ref. to Phineas (see the refs. above). But
there seems to be a distinct ref. to Levi also (Ex. 82.
25-29), in the first place, at any rate, Heb. mord’ =that |
which makes awe felt.

was afraid before =abased himself,

6 in his mouth: i.e. for teaching.

and iniquity., Heb. ‘aval. Ap. 44, iv.

from iniquity. Heb. ‘dvah. Ap. 44, vi.

7 the priest’s lips, &c. This was the first duty of
the priests, and was more important than their cere-
monial duties. Ref. to Pent. (Lev. 10.11. Deut. 17.11;
33.10), Ap.92, knowledge: i.e. esp. of the law,

they : i.e. the People; according to Deut., 17, 9-11,

8 corrupted =made void.

9 People=peoples: i.e. the tribes.

according as-- because, or, in so far as.

been partial =had respect of persons.
in=in [administering] the law.

F?

K'IL

L(N]

Cp. Jas. 2. 4.

2. 10-16 (K?, above). THE PEOPLE REPROVED. (Repeated Alternation.)
K?Z P! 10,11. Judah’s treachery.
Q! | 12. Jehovah's warning.
P2 | 13-15-. Judah's treachery.

Q2

| -15, Jehovah's warning.

P3| 16-. Judah's treachery.
Q% | -16. Jehovah’s warning.

10 Have we not all . . .
See John 8. 33, 39, 41, &e.

faithlessness to the marriage bond.
3.7,8,20; 5,11, &e.
which : i e. the Sanctuary.

created us? =[Ye say] Have we not, &c., as in ». 14,

GOD. Heb. El. Ap. 4. IV.
every man.
holiness = Holy Place, or Sanctuary.

Fig. Paremia. Ap. 6.
treacherously: or, faithlessly. Used of
Ap. 14, 1L, 11 Judah, &c. See Jer.

the LLORD. Heb. Jehovah. Ap.4 II

Heb. "ish.

strange = foreign : i.e. a woman temple-worshipper of a foreign god.
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