THE NEW TESTAMENT"

* For the Greek Text of the New Testament, see Ap, 94.
For the New Testament and the order of its books, see Ap, 95,




THE INTER-RELATION OF THE FOUR GOSPELS.*
THEIR STRUCTURE AS A WHOLE.

GOD SPEAKING “BY HIS SON” (Heb. 1. 2).+

THE ProcLaMATION oF THE KING anxp tee KINGDOM.
Tae ResectioN oF THE KINGDOM anp THE CruciFixioN oF THE KING.

(Alternation.)

H'| MATTHEW. The Lord presented as Jehovah’s KING. ‘““Behold THY KING ” (Zech.
9.9). **Behold ... 1 will raise unto David a Righteous BRANCH, T and a KING shall reign
and prosper” (Jer. 23.56; 33.15). Hence the royal genealogy is required from Abraham
and David downward (1. 1-17) : and He is presented as what He is—before MaN (relatively)—
the highest earthly position, the King.

JB' | MARXK. The Lord presented as Jehovah’s SERVANT. ‘““Behold MY SERVANT”
(Isa. 42.1). **Behold, I will bring forth My Servant THE BRANCH ”* (Zech. 3. 8).
Hence No genealogy is required : and He is presented as what He is—before Gop (rela-
tively)—the lowest earthly position, the ideal Servant.

B’ | LUKE. The Lord presented as Jehovah’s MAN. “Behold THE MAN Whose name is
THE BRANCH "1 (Zech. 6.12). Hence the human genealogy is required upward to Adam
{Luke 3. 23-33): and He is presented as what He is—before Man {(intrinsically)—the ideal
man,

B JOHN, The Lord presented as JEHOVAH HIMSELF. “Behold YOUR GOD”
(Isa. 40.4).  *‘In that day shall Jehovah’'s BRANCH I (i.e. Messiah) be beautiful and

glorious ” (Isa. 4. 2). Hence No genealogy is required ; and He is presented as what He
18s—before Gop (intrinsically)—Divine,

* For the order of the Gospels and the other books of the N.T., see Ap. 95. IT.
4 For the “sundry times ” and ' divers manners” in which God has spoken to mankind, see Ap. 95. L.

1 There are twonty-three Hebrew words translated ‘“ Branch” in the Old Testament. This word (zemach)
occurs twelve times (see Ap. 10); but in the passages here quoted it refers specially to the Messiah, and forms
a link which connects the four characteristics of ¢‘the Branch with the four presentations of the Messiah, as
set forth in the subject-matter of' each of the four Gospels respectively.

In Jer. 23.5, ¢, and 383. 15, Christ is presented as ‘‘ the Branch ”, the KING raised up to rule in righteousness,
This forms the subject-matter of MatTuEW’s Gospel.

In Zech. 8. 8, Christ is presented as * the Branch,” the SERVANT brought forth for Jehovah's service. Thig
forms the subject-matter of Marx's Gospel. He is seen as Jehovah's servant, entering at once on His ministerial
work without any preliminary words.

In Zech. 6. 12, Christ is presented as ‘‘ the Branch ™ growing up out of His place. This is the characteristic
of Luke's Gospel, in which this growing up forms the subject-matter of the earlier (and separate) portion of the
Gospel, and brings out the perfections of Christ as * perfect man .

In Tsa. 4. 2, Christ is presented as ‘‘ the Branch of Jehovah " in all His own intrinsic beauty and glory. This
is the great characteristic of the subject-matter of Jonx’s Gospel.

The Four Gospels thus form one complete whole, and are not to be explained by any *‘synoptic"
arrangement.

The four are required to set forth the four aspects of the LIFE of Christ, as the four great offerings are
required to set forth the four aspects of His DEATH. .

No one Gospel could set forth the four different aspects of the life and ministry of the Lord Jesus, as no one
offering could set forth all the aspects of His death. Lo

Hence, it is the Divine purpose to give us, in the four Gospels, four aspects of His life on earth.

God has so ordered these that a * Harmony " is practically impossible; and_ thxs.ls the reason why, out of
more than thirty attempts, there are scarcely two that agree, and not one that is satisfactory.

The attempt to make one, is to ignore the Divine purpose in giving four. .

No one view counld give a true idea of any building; and no one Gospel ** Harmony " can include a complete
presentation of the Lord's life on earth.

See further on ‘“the Diversity” and * the Unity” of the Four Gospels in Appendixes 96 and 97. )

Through failure to recognize this fourfold Divine presentation of the Lord, the term ‘ Synoptic Gospels”
has been given to the first three, becanse they are supposed to take one and the same point of view, and thus to
differ from the fourth Gospel: whereas the difference is caused by the special object of John's Gospel, which
is to present the Lord from the Divine standpoint. John's Gospel is thus seen from the Structure above to be
essentially one of the four, and not one standing apart from the three.
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A

THE GOSPEL

ACCORDING TO

MATTHEW.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

“BEHOLD THY KING?” (Zech. 9.9).

(Introversion.)

A | 1.1—=2 23, PRE-MINISTERIAL.
B !8.1-+. THE FORERUNNER.
C |8.5-17. THE BAPTISM : WITH WATER.
D | 4.1-11. THE TEMPTATION : IN THE WILDERNESS.

B | F|412—-7.29. THE KINGDOM } -
PROCLAIMED. | ..
G | 8.1—16. 20. THE KING THE FOURFOLD
MINISTRY OF
@G | 16. 21—20.3¢, THE KING
! }REJECTED. THE LORD.
F | 21.1—26. 3. THE KINGDOM

D | 26.36-46. THE AGONY: IN THE GARDEN.

C| 26. 47—28.15. THE BAPTISM: OF SUFFERING (DEATH, BURIAL, AND RESURREC-
TION, 20. 22).

B 28.16-1s. THE SUCCESSORS.
A ] 28.19,20. POST-MINISTERIAL.

For the New Testament, and the order of the Books, see Ap. 96.

For the Diversity of the Four Gospels, see Ap. 96.

For the Unity of the Four Gospels, see Ap. 97.

For the Fourfold Ministry of the Lord, see Ap. 119.

For words peculiar to Matthew’s Gospel, see some 110 recorded in the notes.

1806




NOTES ON MATTHEW’S GOSPEL,.

The Divine purpose in the Gospel by MaTTEW is to set forth the Lord as Jehovah's Kina. Hence those
events in His ministry are singled out and emphasized which set forth His claims as the Messiah—sent to fulfi}
all the prophecies concerning Him.

Compared with Mark and Luke, Matthew has no less than thirty-one sections which are peculiar to hit
Gospel ; and all more or less bearing on the King and the Kingdom, which are the special subjects of this Gospel

1. Four events connected with His infancy :
The Visit of the Wise Men (2. 1-15),
The Massacre at Bethlehem (2. 16-18).
The Flight into Egypt (2. 19-22),
The Return to Nazareth (2. 23),

II. Ten Parables:

The Tares (13. 24-30). The Labourers in the Vineyard (20. 1-16).
The Hid Treasure (13, 44). The Two Sons (21, 28-32).

The Pearl (13. 45). The Marriage of the King's Son (22, 1-14).
The Drag-net (13. 47). The Ten Virgins (2. 1-13).

The Unmerciful Servant (18, 23-35). The Talents (25. 14-46).

III. Two Miracles:

The Two Blind Men (20. 30-34),
The Coin in the Fish's Mouth (17, 24-27).

IV. Nine Special Discourses :

The Sermon on the Mount (5-7).

The Invitation to the Weary (11. 28-30).

Idle Words (12. 38, 37).

The Revelation to Peter (16.17-18). See Ap. 147.
Humility and Forgiveness (18. 15-35).

His Rejection of that Generation (21. 43).

The Eight Woes (23. See Ap. 126).

The Prophecy on Olivet (24. 1—25. 46). See Ap. 155.
The Commission and Promise (28, 18-20). See Ap. 167.

V. Six events in connection with His Passion:
The Conspiracy and Suicide of Judas (26. 14-16; 27. 3-11),
The Dream of Pilate’s Wife (27, 19),
The Resurrection ot Saints after His Resurrection (27, 52, 55).
The suggested Plot about His Body (27. 62-64).
The Watch at the Sepulchre (27. 65, 65).
The Earthquake on the Resurrection Morning (28. 2).

Most of these have to do with the special object of this Gospel. The words and expressions peculiar to this:
Gospel have the same purpose: such as ‘‘the kingdom of heaven”; which occurs thirty-two times, and not.
once in any other Gospel; * Father in heaven”, which occurs fifteen times in Matthew, only twice in Mark,
and not once in Luke *; “son of David ”, ten times in Matthew, three in Mark, and three in Luke; *the end.
of the age”, only in Matthew; ‘that it might be fulfilled which was spoken”, nine times in Matthew, and.
nowhere else; ‘‘that which was spoken ”, or ‘* it was spoken ”, fourteen times in Matthew, and nowhere else.t:
Altogether, Matthew has sixty references to the Old Testament, for the Law and the Prophets were fulfilled in
the coming of the Messiah. The verb rhed occurs twenty times in Matthew (fourteen times of the prophets,
and six times in the Sermon on the Mount, rendered *say ”, Matt. b. 21, 217, 31, 33, 38, 43).

The question of modern critics as to the source whence the Evangelists got their material does not arise; for,
as in the case of Luke (1. 3), it was revealed to them “from above” (Gr. andthen); see note there. Hence the,
Divine purpose in Luke is to present the Lord not merely as ‘* perfect God™ (as in Luke 1. 32-35 and in John);;
but as * perfect man”, full of human tenderness and compassion. Hence also the early chapters concerning:
His birth and infancy in Luke's Gospel.

* Luke 11. 2, “ which is in heaven ”, being omitted by all the critical texts. See Ap. 94. VII.
4 Mark 18, 14, “ spoken of by Daniel the prophet”, being omitted by all the critical texts., See Ap. 94, VII.
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