THE GOSPEL

ACCORDING TO

MARK.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

“BEHOLD MY SERVANT” (Isa. 42.1).

(Introversion.)
B'|A|l1-s THE FORERUNNER.
(p. 1304) B| 1.9-11. THE BAPTISM : WITH WATER.
€] 113,13, THE TEMPTATION: IN THE WILDERNESS,
D] E|1l1s-20, THE KINGDOM PROCLAIMED
F | 1. 21—8. 30. THE KING } *| THE FOURFOLD

MINISTRY OF
F | & 51—10. 52. THE KING
REJECTED.
E | 11.1—14,25. THE KINGDOM THE LORD.
C |14 2-42. THE AGONY: IN THE GARDEN.

B | 14 13—16.1+. THE BAPTISM : OF SUFFERING (DEATH, BURIAL, AND
| RESURRECTION).

A ] 16.15-20. THE SUCCESSORS.

For the New Testament and the order of the Books, see Ap. 95.

For the Inter-relation of the Four Gospels, see the Structure on p. 1804,
For the Diversity of the Four (tospels, see Ap. 96.

For the Unity of the Four Gospels, see Ap. 97

For the Fourfold Ministry of the Lord, see Ap. 119.

For words usel only in Mark, see some 70 recorded in the notes.

Mark is a Roman (Latin) surname. His Hebrew forename was John (Acts 12.12). He was a cousin of
Barnabas (Col. 4,10). His mother's name was ‘ Mary” (Acts 12,125 see Ap.100). What may be gathered of his
history can be learnt only by the Scripture references to him (cp. Acts 4.36; 12.12; 18.5, 13; 15, 37-39. Col,
4.10. 2Tim. 4. 11. Philem. ». 24, 1 Pet. 5. 13),

Mark was not the young man mentioned in ch, 14, 51,52, See the notes there. His Gospel was not derived, as
alleged, from any human sources ; such assertionsareat the best only conjectures, It wasgiven tohim, as Luke’s
(lospel was given to him, * from above " (Luke 1. 8). This precludes all theories about * copying” and human
“inditing” and " trangeribing”. There are other reasons for the omission and inclusion of certain events, which
depend on, and are to be gathered from, the Divine perfections of the Word of God. Such omissions and inclu-
sions are to be explained by the special presentation of the Lord as Jehovah’s Servant and not by the conflicting
and uncertain speculations as to the ‘‘ sources ” of this Gospel.

To this special presentation of the Lord, in Mark, is due the fact that while He is addressed as ‘* Lord” in
the other thres Gospels 73 times; by His disciples 87 times, and by others 86 times (6 of which are rendered
“8ir”); Hbo is addressed as such in the Gospel of Mark, only twice; once by the Woman (a Greek or Gentile),
7. 28, where it should be rendered ‘“* Sir”; and 9. 24, where “ Lord” is omitted by all the critical texts (see Ap.
94. VI) as well as by the ancient Syriac Version (see Ap. 94, p. 186, note 8). Moreover, He is spoken of as such
by the Holy Spirit through the Evangelist only twice (16. 19, 20), but that was after His ascension into heaven,
To this presentation of the Lord in this Gospel as Jehovah's servant, are due also the minute references to
His activities, not only to what He said, but how He gaid it; what He did, and how He did it. These are not due
to any “ peculiarity” of the human writer, but to the Divine supplements of the Holy Spirit. Hence weare told :—

How the disciples were sent forth * two and two" (6.7);

How the centurion * stood by, over against” the Lord (15. 39) ;

How the people were made to sit * in ranks” (6. 40) ;

How the Lord went to pray (1. 35);

How He withdrew “ to the sea” (3. 7); and how He “sat in the boat, cn the sea™ (4.1);

How Ha was in the stern, asleep “on g pillow” (4. 38) ; how He sat (12. 41; 13. 3).
We are told also of the fear, astonishment, and sore amazement of the disciples (4. 41; 6.561; 10. 24, 26); and
of the effect of the Lord’s words and works on the People (2.2; 8.10,205 4.1; 5.21,31; 6. 51,33; 8.1).
The activities and movements of * Jehovah’s Servant” are always prominent, from the very ‘ beginning” ;
which, without any preface, introduces the public ministry of the Lord, setting forth on the one hand the very
height of His Divine power (1. 27, 31; 2. 13; 8.10; 5.29; 6. 66; 7.37); and on the other the depth of His feelings
as man—His fatigue, &eo, (4. 38; 11,12; 14. 3¢); His sympathies and compassion (8. 3¢; 8, 2); His love (10,21);
His composure (4. 38~40; 15.5); His seeking solitude (1.35; 6. 70-32); His wonder (8. ¢); His grief (3.5); His
sighing (7. 3¢ ; 8.12); His anger and displeasure (3. 5; 10.14). See note on * immediately ” (1. 12).
The four Gospels are treated in The Companion Bible not as four culprits brought up on a charge of fraud,
but as four witnesses whose testimony is to be received.
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A A

(p. 1382)
A.D. 26

1 °THE beginning of the ° gospel of ° Jesus
Christ, ° the Son of God ;
2 ° As °it is written °in the ° prophets, ‘‘Be=-
hold, & send My°messenger °before Thy face,
¢ which shall prepare Thy way °before Thee.

3 The voice of one crying2in the wilderness,
¢ Prepare ye the way of °the LORD, make His
paths straight.’

4 ° John °did °baptize 2in the wilderness,
and °preach the baptism °of °repentance ° for
the remission of °sins.

5 And there ° went out °unto him °all °the
°land of Judzea, and they of Jerusalem, and
were all 4baptized °of him ?in °the river of
Jordan, ° confessing °their 4sins.

8 And John was clothed with ° camel’s hair,
and with a girdle of a skin “about his loins;
and he did eat ° locusts and °wild honey ;

7 And 4 preached, saying, °¢ There cometh
One mightier than I °after me, the ° latchet of

Mhose °shoes I am °not °worthy to °stoop

down and unloose.

8 3 indeed have ‘baptized you °with water:
but He shall 4baptize you “with °the Holy
Ghost.”

9 And °it came to pass 2in those days, that
° Jesus came °from ° Nazareth of Galilee, and
was 4 baptized of John °in Jordan,

10 And °straightway coming up °out of the
water, He saw the °heavens ° opened,

and °the Spirit °like a dove descending ° upon
Him:

11 And there came a voice °from ! heaven,

saying, “ Thou art °My beloved Son, 2in Whom
°Iam well pleased.”

THE GOSPEL

ACCORDING TO

MARK.

1. 1-8 (A, p. 1381). THE FORERUNNER.
(Introversion.)

A 1-3. Prophecy. By God, of John,
B | 4,5. John, His mission.
] B‘ 6. John. His person.

A | 7, 8. Prophecy. By John, of Christ.

1 The beginning of the gospel. A Hebraism, No
Article. Cp. Hos. 1. 2, ““[The] beginning of the word of
Jehovah by Hosea”. It is the beginning, not of the
book, but of the facts of the good news. See note on
8. 11,

gospel=glad tidings. See note on Matthew (Title).

Jesus Christ. See Ap. 98. XT.

the Son of God. See Ap. 98. XV,

2 As. T Tr. VH R read *‘ According as?.

it is written = it has been written; i.e. it standeth

A

written. in. Gr. en. Ap. 104. viii.
prophets. Pl because it is a composite quotation
Mal. 3. 1. Isa. 40.3. See Ap. 107. II. 4.

messenger - angelos.

before Thy face. A pure Hebraism (cp. Amos 9. 4,
&c.). Unknown to pure Greek.

before. Gr. pro. Ap. 104.xiv. which =who.

before Thee. Omitted by L T Tr. WVH R.

3 the LORD. Ap. 98 VI.i.a. 1. A a.

4 John. Cp. Matt, 8. 1-6. Luke 3. 1-4.

did baptize =it came to pass John {was] baptizing.

baptize. See Ap. 115. I,

preach =was proclaiming, or heralding. Ap. 121. 1.

of. Gen. of Relation and Object. Ap. 17. 5.
repentance. See Ap.'111, II, 1.
for =resulting in. Gr. eis. Ap. 104. vi,

sins. See Ap. 128. II, 1.

8 went out = kept going out. Imperf. Tense,

unto. Gr. pros. Ap. 104. xv. 8.

all. Put by Fig. Synecdoché (of the Whole), Ap. 6, for
all parts.

the land =country,or territory. Put byFig. Metonymy
(of Subject), Ap. 8, for the inhabitants.

of=by. Gr. humo. Ap. 104, xviii. 1.

the river of Jordan. Occ. only in Mark.

confessing. See Matt. 3. 6. their - their own.

with camel’s hair,
Matt. 3. 4.
{is). after=behind ; as to time.

Cp. 2 Kings 1. s,

“bear” in Matt. 3. 11,
supplement. Oce. only here.
kagion (without Articles)="*‘power from on high”.

1. 9-11 (B, p. 1381).

D | 10-. Seen.
D | -10. Seen.
€| 11. The Lord.

9 it came to pass. A pure Hebraism.
Not the same as in v, 11,
Ap. 104, vi. Not the same a8 in vv. 2, 3, 4, 5, 11, 13,
See note on %. 12, out of =away from,

(Ap. 104, vii), heavens. Plural.

asunder. the Spirit. Gr. preuma. With
Gr. epi.  Ap. 104, ix, 3.
the beloved. As in Matthew and Luke.

about.
wild honey. Plentiful then, and now.

Not the same as in v. 14,
To unloose the sandals of another was a proverbial expression. Fig. Paremia (Ap. 6). Supplemental to
not. Gr.ou. Ap.105. 1.
8 with. Gr. en, asin v. 2.

THE BAPTISM : WITH WATER.
B| C| 9 The Lord. His coming to John.

Jesus, Ap. 98. X.
Nazareth. See Ap. 94. IT1, 8, and Ap. 169.

See note on Matt. 6. 9, 10.

11 from=outof. Gr.ek. Ap. 104. vii.
I am well pleased =1 have [ever] found delight,

6 camel’s hair. Not a skin, but a garment woven
Gr. peri. Ap. 104. xiii. 1. locusts. See note on
7 There cometh One =He Who cometh

latchet=thong. shoes=sandals.
worthy =fit. stoop down. A Divine
the Holy Ghost. Gr. preuma
See Ap. 101. IT. 14,

(Introversion.)

The heavens opening.
The Dove descending.
The Voice coming to Him.

from. Gr. apo. Ap. 104, iv,
in=into. Gur. eis.
19, 20, 23, 39, 45. 10 straightway =immediately.
Gr. apo. Ap. 104, iv. But all the texts read ek =out of
opened = parting or rending

like =as. upon,
My beloved S8on=My Son,

Art. See Ap. 101. IL 3.
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