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NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.

An account of Paul's labours in Corinth is given in Acts 18.1-18. Some time after this Apollos, commended
by the brethren at Ephesus, came to Corinth and produced a powerful impression by his eloquent presentation
of the gospel (vv. 27, 28).

Two parties soon began to show themselves; one adhering to Paul and his simple preaching, the other to
Apollos; to these was added a third, evidently the outcome of the visit of some Judaizers who claimed the
authority of Peter, while a fourth, repudiating the other three, claimed that they only were the true followers
of Christ. This was but one of the difficulties the apostle had to deal with in the infant church he had
founded. Already he had written to them of the dangers due to their corrupt surroundings in such a city
(1 Cor. 5. 9). He had moreover received a letter from them, asking advice on certain questions, but making no
reference to their divisions. Of these he was informed by visitors to Ephesus (1. 11; 5. 1; 11. 18 15. 12), who
brought word also of the profanation of the Lord's Supper, of the toleration of the incestuous offender, and of
the scepticism as to the resurrection. Paul had thus many matters to deal with. He beging by referring to
their divisions, and vindicates his own ministry, appealing to them as his beloved sons, e then refers to the
notorious offender of whom even the (Gentiles would be ashamed, and whom he charges them to tolerate no
longer, but to cut off from their assembly. He blames their litigious spirit, and charges them to settle their
differences withont the scandal of appealing to heathen courts. Next he takes up the question of marriage,
which was one of the subjects of their letter, and the eating of food offered to idols, which was another, and
again makes a defence of his apostolic authority. The rest of the Epistle deals with errors which affected the
life of the assembly, the behaviour of women and their leaving the head uncovered, the disorder at the Lord’s
Supper, then spiritual gifts (especially speaking with tongues), and the scepticism as to the resurrection which
evoked the noble fifteenth chapter.

In Paul’s day Corinth was the chief city of the Roman province of Achaia. Situated on the Isthmus of
the same name, and having a harbour on each side, it was notable for its commerce. And no less was it noted
for the wealth and profligacy of its citizens. The great city has now become a mean village.

For the Chronology of the Acts period, see Ap. 180,
For the Church Epistles, see Ap. 192.

1695




A A

A3

BD

THE FIRST EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE

TO THE

CORINTHIANS.

PAUL, °called fo be an °apostle of °Jesus
Christ °through the °will of * God, and °Sos-
thenes ° our brother,

2 °Unto the °church of 1God which is °at
Corinth, to °them that are sanctified °in
° Christ Jesus, !called fo be °saints, ° with all
that °in every place °call upon °the name of
1 Jesus Christ our ° Lord, both theirs and ours:

3 °Grace be %unto you, and °peace, °from
1God our Father, and from the °Lord! Jesus
Christ.

4 I°thank my ! God always ° on your behalf,
°for the Sgrace of ! God which is given you
°by ! Jesus Christ;

5 That 2in every thing ye °are °enriched ¢by
Him, 2in all °utterance, and in all °knowledge;

6 Even as the °testimony of °Christ was °con-
firmed 2in you:

7 So that ye °come behind ’in °no °gift;
°waiting for the °coming of our 2Lord ! Jesus
Christ:

8 Who shall °also éconfirm you °unto the
° end, that ye may be ° blameless ?in the day of
our 2Lord ! Jesus Christ.

9 1God is °faithful, °by Whom ye were called
°unto the °fellowship of His °Son ! Jesus
Christ our 2 Lord.

10 °Now I °beseech you, brethren, by 2the
name of our 2 Lord ! Jesus Christ, °that ye all
°speak the same thing, and that there be °no
°divisions >among you; but thatf ye be °per-
fectly joined together ?in the same mind and
zin the same ° judgment.

—

for =upon. Ap. 104. ix. 2.
ploutizé. Only here and 2 Cor. 6, 10; 9. 11
2Cor.8.7; 11. 6, 6 testimony. Gr. marturion.
4.33; 7, 44, Jas. B, 3, In these * witness”.

15. 8.
A double negative. gift. Ap. 184. 1. 2
Rom. 8,19, coming=revelation. Ap. 106, II. 1.

Lord’s coming, parousia (see Matt. 24. 3), and epiphaneia (see 2 Thess, 2. ).

by=in. Ap. 104. viii.
utterance. Ap. 121, 10.

Christ. Ap. 98.IX,
» come behind =are not (Ap. 105, II) lacking (Gr. husteres). See Rom. 8. 23.
waiting for=-eagerly expecting. Gr. apekdechomai.

1.1-9 (A, p. 1695). INTRODUCTION.

A | Al l 1-3. Benediction,
A? | 4-9, Thanksgiving,

1. 1 called, &c. Lit. a called apostle. See Rom. 1.1,

called. Gr. klétos. See Rom., 1. 1. No ellipsis of *‘to
be ”, nor in > 2,

apostle. Ap. 189,

Jesus Christ, Ap. 98, XI.

through. Ap. 104. v. 1.

will. Ap. 102, 2,

God. Ap.98. I.1i 1.

Sosthenes. If he is the same as in Acts 18, 17, he
had followed in the steps of Paul (Gal. 1, 23),

our=the.

(Division.)

2 Unto - to.
church of God. This expression oce. in 10.32; 11, 22;
15. 9, Acts 20.28. 2 Cor, 1.1, Gal, 1.13, 1Tim. 3,

i, 15; and in the plural in 11, 16, 1 Thess. 2. 14, 2 Thess.
4

church. Ap. 186.

at=in, Ap. 104. viil

them that are sanctified. Gr. hagiazo.
17, 17, 19,

in. Gr. en; as above.

Christ Jesus. Ap. ¢8. XIL

saints, Gr. hagios. See Acts 9. 13,

with. - Ap. 104, xvi.

call upon. Gr. epikales. See Acts 2, 21.
“appeal to” (Acts 26. 11, &e.).

the name. See Acts 2. 38 and cp. v, 10,
TLord. Ap. 98. VI.i 8.2 A,

3 Grace. Ap. 184.1. 1, See Rom. 1. 7.
peace. This has no reference to their divisions, as
the same salutation is given in all Paul’s epistles
except those to Timothy and Titus.

from. Ap. 104 iv.

Lord. Ap. 98. VL i 8. 2 B.
4 thank, &c. Gr. eucharistes., See Acts 27. 38.

on your behalf= concerning (Ap. 104. xiii. 1) you.

Cp. Eph. 1, 3, B are=were. enriched. Gr,

knowledge. Ap.132.I1.i. Cp.
Always rendered ¢ testimony ', save Matt. 24. 14, Acts
confirmed. Gr. bebaiod. See Rom.,
no. Gr.médeis.
See
There are two other words used with reference to the
Cp. 2 Thess. 1. 7. 1 Pet, 1. 7,13,

See John

Same ag

8 also, &c. =confirm you also. unto=until. Gr. heds. Cp. Phil. 1.6. end. Gr. telos. See Matt. 10. 22,
blameless. Gr. anengklétos. Here, Col. 1, 22. 1Tim. 3. 10, Tit, 1. s, 7, 9 faithful. Ap. 150, III,
Cp. 10. 13, 2 Cor. 1, 18, 1 Thess. 5.24. 2 Thess. 8. 3. by. Ap. 104, v. 1. unto. Ap. 104, vi
fellowship. Gr. koinonia. Cp. 2 Cor. 13. 14, 1John 1. 3, Son. Ap. 108 iii. The title ¢ Lord" is

added to ** Jesus Christ” six times in the first ten verses of this chapter.

1. 10—~4. 18 (D, p. 1695).

MINISTERIAL. REPROOF AND EXPLANATIONS.

(Extended Alternation.)

D B|D|
E | 1. 13, Questions.

F|
C| 1 17—8. 2

£ | 8. 5. Questions.

0| 8. 9—4. 1s.
10 Now=But. beseech = exhort.
no=not. Ap. 105, IIL
(rent). John 7. 43; 9, 18; 10, 19,

joined together =fitted, or periected. Fig. Pleonasm.

Ap, 177, 2.

Ap. 134, 1. 6.
divisions. Gr. schisma. Klsewhere, 11. 18; 12. 256. Matt. 9. 16 (rent). Mark 2, 21
Hence Engl. * schism ”.

1. 10-12. Reproof for their divisions.

Is Christ divided ? &e.

1, 14-16, Answer.

Paul's apostolic commission,

D | 8. 3, ¢, Reproof for their divisions.

‘Who then is Paul? &ec.

F| 8. 6-8, Answer.

Paul's apostolic commission.

that=in order that. Gr. hina. speak - say.

among. Ap. 104, viii. 2, perfectly
Ap. 6. See Ap. 125. 8, judgment = opinion.
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1. 11,

I. CORINTHIANS.

1. 22.

11 For it hath been °declared 2unto me °of
you, my brethren, ° by them which are of the
house of Chloe, that there are °contentions
1'among you.

12 1° Now °this I say, that °every one of you
saith; « S am of Paul”; and «J of °Apollos’’;
and «5 of °Cephas”’; and «3 of ¢ Christ”’.

13 °Is s Christ divided? °was Paul crucified
°for you? or were ye °baptized °in the name
of Paul ?

14 I sthank !God that I °baptized °none of
you, °but ° Crispus and ° Gaius;

15 °Lest °any should say that I °had 2 bap-
tized 13 in mine own name.

16 And I “baptized °also the household of
°Stephanas : ° besides, I °know ° not ° whether
1 4 baptized 'any °other.

17 For ¢Christ °sent me ¥not to “baptize,
but to °preach the gospel: ¢not °with wisdom
of °words, "lest the cross of ¢ Christ should
be ° made of none effect.

18 For the °preaching of the cross is to °them
that perish °foolishness; but 2unto °us which
are °saved it is the ° power of ! God.

19 For it °is written, ‘I will ° destroy the wis-
dom of the wise, and will ° bring to nothing
the °understanding of the ° prudent.”

20 Where is the wise ? where is the scribe ?
where is the °disputer of this °world? hath
°not ! God ° made foolish the wisdom of ° this
°world?

921 For °after that ?in the wisdom of ! God
the ~* world ? by wisdom ° knew ®not ! God,” it
pleased ! God ¢ by the ¢ foolishness of ° preach-
ing to save them that ° believe.

22 For °the Jews °require a °sign, and °the
Greeks °seek after wisdom:

1.17—3. 2 (C, p. 1696),
C | G!| 1. 17. Personal.

PAUL'S APOSTOLIC COMMISSION.
Commission given.

11 declared=shown. Gr. déloo=to make manifest.
Elsewhere, 3. 13. Col. 1, 8. Heb. 9. 8; 12. 27, 1 Pet,.
1. 11, 1Inthese three last, signify. 2 Pet. 1. 14 (show).

of =concerning ; asin v. 4.

by. Ap. 104. xviii, 1,

contentions=astrifes. Gr. eris. See Rom. 1, 29.

12 this I say =I mean this.

every, &c., i. e. each one is attached to some party.

Apollos. See Acts 18. 24,

Cephas. See John 1. 42,

13 Is Christ divided? The omission of mé, with
the question, implies that the answer must be affirma-
tive. ‘“He ig indeed.” Cp. 12. 12-25. You are rend-
ing Him.

was Paul, &c.? The mé here requires a negative
answer.
for=on behalf of. Ap. 104, xvii. 1.

baptized. Ap. 115. I. iv.

in=into. Ap.104. vi.

14 baptized. Ap. 115. L i.

none. Gr. oudeis,

but=except. Gr. ei mé.

Crispus. See Acts 18, 8.

Gaius. See Acts 19. 20. Rom. 16, 23.

1B Lest. Lit. in order that (Gr. hina, as in v. 10)
not (Gr. mé).

any. Gr. tis,
had. Omit.

18 also, &c.=the household of Stephanas also.

Stephanas, Cp. 16. 15, 17.

besides=for the rest. Gr. loipon.
Ap. 124, 8,

know. Ap. 132 L i
not. Ap. 106 L
whether=if. Ap. 118 2. a.
other. Ap. 124 1,

Ap. 123, 8.

Neut. of loipos.

1. 17—3. 2 [For Structure see below].

17 sent. Ap.174. 1.

preach the gospel=evangelize. Ap. 121. 4.

with - in. Ap. 104. viii.

words. Ap. 121, 10. This means either ‘‘eloquent

language”, or ‘‘clever reasoning”. Perhaps both
ideas were in the apostle’s mind.

made of none effect. Gr. kenos. See Rom. 4. 14,

(Repeated Alternation.)

H! | 1.18-31, General. The subject. Christ and the Cross.

G2 ]2 1-5, Personal.
H? | 2. 6-15.

HS | 8. 2. General,

1. 18 31 (H!, above).
H

18 preaching =word, or message.
Gr. apollumi. Cp. 2 Cor. 2. 15; 4. 3,
in this Epistle, vv. 21, 23; 2. 14; 3. 19,

the order in the Greek. Salvation has more than one aspect.
power.
destroy. Gr. apollumi, as in v. 18,

8,9, 2Tim.1 9; 3.15; 4,18, 1 Pet. 1.5

The reference is to Isa. 29. 14, Ap. 107. L. 3.
=annul. Gr. atheted. See John 12, 48.
dent. Gr. sunetos. Adj. akin to the above.

Commission carried out.
Special (in private).
G3 | 3. 1. Personal. Commission carried out.
Subject. The condition of the Corinthians.

GENERAL. SUBJECT. CHRIST AND THE CROSS.

J | 18. The Cross.
K | 19-22. Reason.
J | 23, 24¢. Christ.
K | 25-31. Reason.
Gr. logos, as in v. 17.
2 Thess. 2. 10.
us which are, &c.=those who are being saved, (even) us. This is

understanding. Gr. sunesis.
See Acts 13. 7.
that it reads * hide ” (krupts) instead of ‘' bring to nought”.

Manner.
The wisdom of God to the initiated.
Speaking.

(AUernation.)

Opposite effects.

4" FOr.”
Opposite effects.
‘ Because.”

them that perish —those that are perishing.
See John 17, 12. foolishness. Gr. moria. Only
Phil. 2. 12. 1 Thess. b,

19 is=has been.
bring to nothing
First oce. Mark 12, 33, pru-
This quotation agrees with the Sept., except
In the Hebrew the form of the sentence is

See Rom. 18. 11,
Ap. 172, 1. Cp. Rom. 1. 16.

different. (See A.V.) 20 disputer. Gr. suzgtétés. Only here. Cp. Acts 15.2.  world=age. Ap.
129. 2. Tt was an age of speculation. Acts 17, 21, not. Gr.ouchi. Ap.1056. 1 (a). made foolish.
Gr. méraind. See Rom. 1. 22. this - the. world. Gr. kosmos. Ap. 129. 1. The wisdom of the world

is human wisdom generally.

21 after that=since.

knew. Ap. 182 1. ii it pleased God=God

was well pleased. Gr. eudokes. Oec. twenty-one times. Generally transl. ¢ pleased ”,  well pleased ", * take
]

pleasure”.

raquire=ask. Ap. 184.L 4,

preaching = the thing proclaimed. Ap.121.3.
sign. Ap. 176. 3.

believe. Ap.150. L. 1.i. 22 the. Omit,
seek after =seek.

The texts read *‘signs .
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