THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE
CORINTHIANS.

THE STRUCTURE OF THE BOOK AS A WHOLE.

(Introversion and Allernation.)

A |1 1-9, INTRODUCTION.
B | D|1.10--4. 16. MINISTERIAL. REPROOF AND EXPLANATIONS.
E | F |4 17, MISSION OF TIMOTHY.
’ G | 4 1321, VISIT OF PAUL.
C | 5. 1—6. 20. THINGS HEARD BY PAUL.
C | 7. 1—8. 13, THINGS WRITTEN TO PAUL.
B D|9 1—15. 5s. MINISTERIAL. REPROOF AND EXPLANATIONS.
E (G | 16. 1~9. VISIT OF PAUL.
' F | 16. 10-18. MISSION OF TIMOTHY.
A | 16. 19-24, CONCLUSION.

NOTES ON THE FIRST EPISTLE TO THE CORINTHIANS.

An account of Paul's labours in Corinth is given in Acts 18.1-18. Some time after this Apollos, commended
by the brethren at Ephesus, came to Corinth and produced a powerful impression by his eloquent presentation
of the gospel (vv. 27, 28).

Two parties soon began to show themselves; one adhering to Paul and his simple preaching, the other to
Apollos; to these was added a third, evidently the outcome of the visit of some Judaizers who claimed the
authority of Peter, while a fourth, repudiating the other three, claimed that they only were the true followers
of Christ. This was but one of the difficulties the apostle had to deal with in the infant church he had
founded. Already he had written to them of the dangers due to their corrupt surroundings in such a city
(1 Cor. 5. 9). He had moreover received a letter from them, asking advice on certain questions, but making no
reference to their divisions. Of these he was informed by visitors to Ephesus (1. 11; 5. 1; 11. 18 15. 12), who
brought word also of the profanation of the Lord's Supper, of the toleration of the incestuous offender, and of
the scepticism as to the resurrection. Paul had thus many matters to deal with. He beging by referring to
their divisions, and vindicates his own ministry, appealing to them as his beloved sons, e then refers to the
notorious offender of whom even the (Gentiles would be ashamed, and whom he charges them to tolerate no
longer, but to cut off from their assembly. He blames their litigious spirit, and charges them to settle their
differences withont the scandal of appealing to heathen courts. Next he takes up the question of marriage,
which was one of the subjects of their letter, and the eating of food offered to idols, which was another, and
again makes a defence of his apostolic authority. The rest of the Epistle deals with errors which affected the
life of the assembly, the behaviour of women and their leaving the head uncovered, the disorder at the Lord’s
Supper, then spiritual gifts (especially speaking with tongues), and the scepticism as to the resurrection which
evoked the noble fifteenth chapter.

In Paul’s day Corinth was the chief city of the Roman province of Achaia. Situated on the Isthmus of
the same name, and having a harbour on each side, it was notable for its commerce. And no less was it noted
for the wealth and profligacy of its citizens. The great city has now become a mean village.

For the Chronology of the Acts period, see Ap. 180,
For the Church Epistles, see Ap. 192.
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