THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPTANS.

THE STRUCTURE AS A WHOLE.

(Introversion.)

Al 1.1, 2. Eristorary, AND SaLurarion. * Grace® To Tumm.
B | 1. 3-268. Pavr’s SoriciTupE For THE PHILIPPIANS.
C | 1. 27—2. 18. Exuortation, aAxp ExampLe or CHRIST.
D | 2. 19-24. Tux Examrre or TIMOTHY.
D | 2: 25-30. Tur ExaxpLe or EPAPHRODITUS.
Cl3. 1—4&. 9. ExsortaTioNn AND ExaMrLE or PAUL,
B I 4. 10-20. Tue PuaiLipriaxs’ Sovicitupe ror PAUL.

A | % 21-23. EristoLary, axp DoxoLooy. “Grace” To ThEM.

THE EPISTLE TO THE PHILIPPIANS.
INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

1. The apostle's first visit to the city of Philippi, probably about a. n. 52-53 (Ap. 180), is recorded in Acts 16.
He had as companions Silas and Timothy, and the use of the first personal pronoun, in .10 of that chapter,
indicates that a fourth worker was with him. Probably Luke, the “ beloved physician”, Although we have no
particulars of later visits, yet Paul almost certainly was twice at Philippi subsequently (Acts 20. 1 and 6).

2. We infer that but few Jews would be at Philippi, there being no intimation of obstruction from them,
and there was no synagogue there, unless, indeed, the ‘ place of prayer” by the river-side refers to one. The
believers had retained the fervency of their first love, and had sent once and again unto his need. The apostle's
gratitude is shown repeatedly, and he greatly honours his Philippian “ brethren, dearly beloved and longed
for”, by designating them ‘‘my joy and crown”,

8. No one of Paul's Epistles is more elevated in character or more animating to believers. Nor, it may be
added, one of better-defined frame, as will be seen from the comyplete Structure (above). Written from Rome
towards the end of his imprisonment, probably in A. p. 62, the apostle’s position was then one of waiting, for
he was now close to the day for his cause to be heard before the tribunal to which he had appealed. And most
likely this necessitated a more rigid condition of imprisonment than when he dwelt, as at first, in his own
hired house. But this, instead of hindering, had even furthered the preaching of Christ. Hence one cause for
the tone of rejoicing throughout the Epistle. Like golden threads, *joy” and its kindred words run through-
out Philippians, as * grace” does in Ephesians.

4. The city of Philippi, a Roman colony, was situated about eight miles inland from its port, Neapolis, the
modern Kavalla. Not being a commercial centre, this may explain the paucity of Jews among the inhabitants.
Philippi no longer exists, for although the nearest Turkish hamlet bears the ancient name in a corrupted form,
it is not on the site of the old city.
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THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE

TO THE

PHILIPPIANS.

1 PAUL and ° Timotheus, the °servants of
° Jesus Christ, to all the °saints °in ° Christ
Jesus which are °at Philippi, °with the °bishops
and °deacons:
2 ° Grace be ° unto you, and peace, ° from ° God
our °Father, and fromthe °Lord ! Jesus Christ.

3 I°thank my 2God ° upon every remembrance
of you,

4 Always !in every °prayer of mine °for you
all making “request ° with joy,
5 °For your fellowship °in the °gospel 2from
the first day until now;

6 °Being confident of this very thing, that
He Which hath °begun a good work !in you
will ° perform if until the day of ! Jesus Christ:

7 Even as it is °meet for °me to think this ° of

ou all, °because I have you lin my heart,
inasmuch as both !in my bonds, and 'in the
° defence and °confirmation of the 5gospel, ye
all are ° partakers of my ° grace.

8 For 2 God is my °record, how ° greatly I long
after you all 1in the °bowels of ° Jesus Christ.

9 And this I °pray, °that your °love may
abound yet more and more ! in ° knowledge and
in all °judgment ;

10 °That ye may approve things that °are
excellent ; ?that ye may be ° sincere and ° with-
out offence °till the ° day of ° Christ ;

11 ° Being filled with the fruits of ° righteous-
ness, which are °by ! Jesus Christ, “unto the
°glory and praise of ? God.

12 But I °would ye should °understand, bre-
thren, that the °things which happened unto
me have °fallen out rather !! unto the ° further-
ance of the 5 gospel ;

confirmation., Gr. bebaiosis.

Papyri. partakers, &c.=fellow-partakers with me of grace.

11, 17, grace. Ap. 184. 1. 1, A bond which unites all who receive it,
Rom. 1. 9. greatly ... long. Gr. epipothed. See Rom, 1. 11,

6. 12, Jesus Christ. The texts read Christ Jesus.

Generally denoting a purpose, but here only the subject of the prayer.
Ap. 177. 1.

ledge. Ap. 132, II ii.
proving, or trying.

judgment,
are excellent =differ.

differ, must not join them together, but rightly divido them (2 Tim. 2. 15).
without offence.
day of Christ, The same expression in 2. 18,
Christ. Ap. 98. IX.

Only here and 2 Pet. 3. 1.
Ap. 104. vi,
2 Thess. 2. 2, where see note,
righteousness. Ap. 191. 3.

Cp. 1 Cor. b. 8.

by. Ap. 104.v. 1

1. 12-26 (B, above). CONFIDENCE

Only here and Heb. 6. 14,

1. 1 Timotheus. See2 Cor. 1.1.
servants, Ap. 190, I, 2.

Jesus Christ. Ap. 98, XTI,

saints, See Acts 9. 13,

in, Ap. 104, viii.

Christ Jesus. Ap. 98. XII,

at, Ap. 104. viii, with. Ap. 104, xvi,

bishops. Gr. episkopos. See Acts 20. 23,

deacons. Ap. 190. I. 1. The only place where these
officers are mentioned together,

2 Grace. Ap. 184 1. 1.

unto = to. from. Ap. 104, iv.

God. Ap.98.L14 1.

Father., Ap. 98, III.

Liord. Ap. 98 VI.i. 8.2 B.

1. 3-268 (B, p. 1772). PAUL'S CONCERN FOR THE
PHILIPPIANS. (Alternation.)
B | A ].3-5. Thanksgiving.
B [ 6, 7. Confidence with reference to the Philip-
pians.
A | 8-11. Prayer.
B | 12-26. Confidence with reference to himself,

8 thank. See Acts 27. 35.

upon. Ap. 104, ix. 2.

4 prayer. Ap, 134, IIL 3.

for. Ap.104. xvii, 1.

request. Same as ‘“ prayer’’, above.

with. Ap. 104, xi. 1.

8 For. Ap. 104, ix. 2.

in, Gr.eis. Ap. 104, vi.

gospel. Ap. 140,

6 Being confldent. Lit. Trusting. Ap. 150, I, 2.
begun. Gr, enarchomai. Only here and Gal. 8. 3.
perform=complete. Gr. epiteles. Ap. 125, 8, See
Luke 18, 32,

7 meet=just, or right, Ap. 191. 1,

me. Emph.

of. Ap. 104, xvii. 1.

because. Ap. 104, v. 2.

defence. Gr. apologia. See Acts 22, 1.
A legal term for a guarantee. So used in the
partakers. Gr. sunkoininos. See Rom.
8 record=witness. Cp.
bowels. Gr. gplanchna. See 2 Cor.
9 pray. Ap.134. 1. 2. that. Gr. hina.
love. Ap. 185, IIL 1. know-
10 That ye may, &c.=To (Ap. 104. vi) your
We are to test the things, and having found them to
sincere. Q. eilikrines.
Gr. aproskopos. See Acts 24, 1s, till.
Cp.v. 6 and 1 Cor. 1. 8; 5.5, 2 Cor. 1. 14.

11 Being filled =Having been filled. Ap. 125. 7.
unto. Ap. 104, vi. glory. See p. 1511,

WITH REFERENCE TO HIMSELF.

B | a| 12, 13, What Paul would have them know,
b | 14-18-. Christ preached.
¢ | —18. Paul’s rejoicing.
a [ 19, What Paul knew.
b | 20~25, Christ magnified.
¢ | 26. Their rejoicing.

12 would, &e.=wish (Ap. 102, 8) you.
reference to (Ap. 104. x. 2) me.
and 1 Tim, 4. 15, Cp. Rom. 13. 12.

understand. Ap. 132, T, ii,
fallen out. Lit. come.

things, &c. =things with

furtherance. Gr. prokopé. Here, v, 25,
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1, 13.

PHILIPPIANS.,

1. 26.

13 So that °my bonds !in '° Christ °are ° mani-
fest 1in all the °palace, and °in all other
places;

14 And ° many of the brethren 1in the 2Lord,
°waxing ¢confident by mybonds, are much more
bold to °speak the ° word ° without fear.

15 °Some indeed °preach °Christ even °of
envy and strife; and °some °also °of °good
will:

18 The one °preach 1° Christ ° of ° contention,
°not °sincerely, ° supposing to °add °affliction
to my bonds:

17 But the other 6of *love, °knowing thatIam
set °for the 7 defence of the 5 gospel.

18 What then? °notwithstanding, every way,
whether in °pretence, or in truth, 1°Christ is
18 preached ;

and I °therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice.

19 For I "know that this shall °turn °to my
salvation °through your *prayer, and the
°supply of the® Spirit of ! Jesus Christ,

20 °According to my °earnest expectation
and my hope, that !in °nothing I shall be
°ashamed, but that °with all °boldness, as
always, so now also '° Christ shall be magnified
lin my body, whether if be 1! by °life, or 1 by
death.

21 For to °me to °live is 1°Christ, and to die
is ° gain.

922 But °if °I live 'in the flesh, °this is the
° fruit of my labour: yet what I shall choose I
°wot ¢ not.

23 For I °am in a strait ° betwixt ° two, having
°a desire ° to ° depart, and to be! with '° Christ ;
which is °far better:

24 Nevertheless to° abide! in the flesh is more
needful °for you.

25 And ° having this confidence, I'? know that
I shall °abide and ° continue with you all, 77 for
your 2 furtherance and °joy of °faith ;

13 my bonds, &e.=“my bonds in relation to
Christ”; i.e. that my being a prisoner is not on ac-
count of any crime, but solely for preaching the gospel.

are =have become.

manifest. See Ap. 106. I, viii,

palace. Gr. praitorion. Cp. Matt. 27. 27, but Bishop
Lightfoot gives good reasons why it could not at Rome
be used of the palace, but must refer to the Preetorian
gnard. This accords with Acts 28. 30.

in all, &e.=to all the rest (Ap. 124, 8), i.e. to the
civilian population.

14 many —the majority.

waxing confident=having become confident. See
v. 6; “in the Lord” belongs to ‘confident”, not to

“brethren”. Cp. 2. 24, Rom, 14. 14, Gal. 5. 10.
2 Thess. 8. 4.

speak. Ap. 121, 7.

word. Ap. 121, 10. The texts add * of God".
without fear. See 1 Cor. 16. 10,

15 Some. Ap. 124. 4. preach. Ap. 121, 1,

of =through. Ap. 104, v. 2,

also, &c. = of good will also.

good will. Gr. eudokia. See Rom. 10.1,

16 preach. Ap. 121. 5.

of. Ap. 104, vii,

contention. Gr. eritheia. See Rom. 2. 8.

not. Ap, 105. L.

sincerely =of pure motive. Gr. hagnds. Only here,

supposing=thinking. Only here, and Jas. 1, 7.

add...to. Gr. cpipherd. See Acts 19, 12, but the
texts read ‘‘raise” (Ap. 178. 11, 4).

affliction. Gr. thlipsis. See Acts 7. 10.

17 knowing. Ap. 182 1,1

for. Ap. 104. vi.

18 notwithstanding —except. Gr. plén. There is
an ellipsis here. ‘ What shall we say then? Nothing,
except that.” See Ap. 6, 4 flirmation.

pretence. See John 15. 22.

therein=in (Ap. 104. viii) this.
sideration prevented his rejoicing.

19 turn=turn out. See Luke 21. 13,

to my =to me for (Ap. 104. vi).

through. Ap. 104. v. 1.

supply. Gr. epichoregia. See Eph. 4. 16,

Spirit. Ap. 101. II. 5. Cp. Rom. 8. 9. It was this
that enabled Paul to suffer no personal considerations

No personal con-

to weigh with him, He had the mind of Christ. Cp.
26 ° That your ° rejoicing may be more abun- | 2. 6. 1 Cor. 2. 15,
dant !in 8 Jesus Christ ° for me ! by my coming | 20 According to. Ap. 104. x. 2.
°to you again. earnest expectation. See Rom. 8. 19,
nothing. Gr. oudeis.
ashamed. See 2 Cor, 10. 8.
with., Ap. 104. viii, boldness. Gr. pairiégia. See John 7. 4, life. Ap. 170, 1, 21 me.
Emph. live. Cp. Ap. 170. 1. gain. Gr. kerdos. Here, 8. 7. Tit. 1. 13. Not to Paul, but to
Christ, as is clear from v. 20, To Paul, life and death were of no account so long as the cause of Christ was
advanced. His bonds had furthered the gospel, what might not his death do? Cp. 2, 17. 2 Cor. 7.3,
22 if. Ap. 118 2. a. Ilive. Lit. to live (is my lot), this. I.e. gain to Christ. fruit, &e. IL.e.

the result of my work, wot =declare.

Gr. gnorizo.
or to make known, but in N.T. elsewhere transl. make known, certify, declare, &c.

In classical Gr. to know
See 4. 6. His will was

Occ. twenty-four times,

surrendered to God, so he made no choice as to life or death for himself, but there was something he ear-

nestly desired, which he states in the next verse.
See Acts 7. 57, 18. 5,

betwixt=out of. Ap. 104. vii.

23 am in a strait =am being pressed. OGr. sunecha.
‘While ek occ. 857 times, it is only transl. *‘be-

twixt" here, and “ between” in John 3, 25, where the meaning is that the question arose ,from John’s dis-

ciples.
the idea conveyed is one of these two latter.
the two, i. e. living and dying.

‘“ concupiscence ” thrice, and ** desire”, thrice. Cp. Luke 22, 15. 1 Thess. 2.17.
Verb only here and Luke 12. 36; the noun 2 Tim. 4. 6.
“return” in Apocrypha; also in class. Gr.=to unloose, as of a ship weighing anchor).
Than what? Clearly, than either of the two above.

the return (Gr. analué.

All the texts read * for it is very far better”.

In all other places ek is transl. *of ", * out of”, ““from ", &ec., but in every case the context shows
Cp. notes on Matt, 27. 7.
a desire =the desire. Gr. epithumia. Transl. ‘‘lust’thirty-one times;

John 12. 3. Acts 19. 25, two=
to depart=~for(Ap. 104, vi)
The verb freq. transl.
far better.

There-

fore it cannot mean ‘‘ death”: but some event by which alone Paul could be with Christ, either the
calling on high (see on 8. 11) or the resurrection from the dead, or being caught up alive of 1 Thess. 4. 16, 17.

24 abide. Gu. epimens. See Acts 10. 48.

confidence =being confident of this, asin v. 6.
Gr. sumparamens.
joy. Cp. Rom, 15. 13.

4. 2. for=in. Ap. 104, viii. to.

Only here, but the texts read parameno.
faith =the faith. Ap. 150. IT. 1.
Ap. 104, xv. 3.

for=on account of. Ap. 104, v. 2. 25 having this
abide. Gr. mens. See p. 1511. continue with.
See 1 Cor. 16. 6. Fig. Hendiadys. Ap. 6.

26 rejoicing. Gr. kauchéma. See Rom.
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