THE EPISTLE TO THE HEBREWS,
INTRODUCTORY NOTES.

The general subject of the Epistle is that the Messiah of the Old Testament Scriptures must suffer as Man
(i.e. as Incarnate Man), and that Jesus is the Messiah.

ApprEssep. ““To the Hebrews” : to the nation under its earliest name, Palestinian Jews and the Diaspora
(John 7. 35) alike. Outwardly for believers (cp. 3. 1; 6. 9; 10. 34), it is aimed at waverers (cp. 4. 14; 10, 23, 32)
and opposers (cp. 6. 8; 12. 15, 16; 13. 10).

Avurnorssir. The arguments in favour of the Pauline authorship are much more weighty than those in
favour of all other candidates put together, and may be stated thus :—

1. The thoughts and reasonings are Paul’s, whatever the style and language may be. All his other epistles
were written to churches mainly composed of Gentiles, In addressing such an epistle to Hebrews, he would
naturally write as an instructed seribe, one brought up “at the feet of Gamaliel, and taught according to the
perfect manner of the law of the fathers” (Acts 22, 3). It is therefore futile to argue that if Paul were really
the author, the language and style would have been in exact accord with those of the other epistles. Had this
been so, it would be an argument against, and not in favour of, Paul’s authorship.

2. There is a certain amount of external testimony that Paul was the writer, but none as to any other.

8. The testimony of 2 Pet. 3. 15, 18, strictly interpreted, proves that Paul wrote an epistle to the Hebrews,
and if this is not the epistle, where is it? No trace or indication of any other has ever been found.

4. Itsanonymity is eminently in favour of Pauline authorship. The suspicion with which the Jews regarded
Paul, and their furious hatred of him (cp. Acts 21. 21; 2 Cor. 11, 24; Phil. 8. 2; 1 Thess. 2. 15, &c.), would be
ample reagon why, in addressing so important a letter to his own race, he should withhold his name, If it was
necessary at the time of its publication to send out such an epistle, equally necessary was it that it should not
be handicapped with a name regarded generally by the Jews as that of an infamous renegade. The argument
of the value of an unsigned article in any important journal applies with great force in the case of Hebrews.

5. Darr'of writing and publication. Owing to the fixed idea in the minds of most commentators that the
reference to Timothy in 13. 23 (see note there) must have been connected with the Neronian persecution, the
date is usually assigned to a period shortly before the destruction of the Temple, which took place late in A.n. 69
(Ap. 60. VI). The very latest ' guess’ is that ‘*it may have been written at any time between a. . 66 and 85"
This is vague and unconvineing. In Ap. 180 the chronological position of Hebrews is shown, a.p. 53-54.
Modern tradition places it after 2 Tim., circa A. p. 68. That the former is correct seems clear for the following
reasons :i—

(a) If Hebrews was written in or about the year 68, Paul's ministry had existed for twenty-two years (since
his and Barnabas’s ‘‘ separation® for the work, in 46, Acts 13. 2) without the aid of a written stateme1t of such
paramount importance as this. What was the immediate object of publishing fhén, only & year or two before
the destruction of the Temple, and very shortly before his own death (2 Tim. 4. 6), so weighty an argament
that Jesus was both Messiah and true Man, and as Man must have suffered? That the Old Covenant was
ended and its place taken by a New (Heb. 8, 13)? 1t is incredible that the apostle who was inspired to write
and publish Romans at a comparatively early date should not have been allowed to put forth Iebrews till
the very end of his ministry, *‘Tothe Jew first” is verily applicable in this connexion.

(D) Paul was at Jerusalem for the Council meeting (51) when the very subjects of Hebrews had evidently
been bitterly discussed (Acts 15, 5-7). Shortly thereafter he writes Thess. 1 and 2, both of which contain
poignant references to “ shameful treatment™ at the hands of his own people.

(¢) Some authoritative statement must be placed in the hands of even an earthly ambassador in regard to
new and altered relationships between his supreme head and those to whom he is commissioned and sent.
The 1919 Treaty of Versailles may be used as illustration. No representative there reported ultimately by
word of mouth to his country, but by presentation of a copy of the entire Treaty So with this treatise-
epistle. Paul, as God’s ambassador to the Diaspora and Gentiles, must have had some documentary argument,
proof, and testimony, in support of his (and of Timothy's and others’) oral teaching and instruction, for
circulation among the ‘“many thousands” of Jews who belicved at and after Pentecost, yet all of whom were
‘‘zealous of the Law"” (Acts 2. 41; 4. 4, 6.7; 21. 20), and with whom Paul and his fellow-workers must have
come into contact. To have attached his own name to this would have defeated his purpose, as above
mentioned.

(@) The approximate time therefore for writing and publishing such a body of doctrine must have been
shortly after the beginning of his ministry, and, consequently, Hebrews was in all probability written during
the eighteen months of Paul's sojourn at Corinth, during which he was * teaching among them the word of
God” (Acts 18. 11).

(¢) Lastly, weighty support is given to these conclusions by the position Hebrews occupies in the four most
important MSS., 8, A, B, C, and in others. In some MSS. Hebrews is found in different positions with regard
to the other books of the New Testament. In certain it appears as it stands in our Bibles, but in these four,
N (Codex Sinaiticus), A (Codex Alexandrinus), B (Codex Vaticanus), and C (Codex Ephraemi), it is placed after
2 Thessalonians, This testimony to the foregoing is significant, and is not to be lightly set aside.
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1 °Gop, Who °at sundry times and °in
divers manners °spake °in time past “unto
the fathers ° by the ° prophets,

2 °Hath °in these last days
us ! by His °Son,

Whom He ° hath appointed Heir of all things,
°by Whom °also He °made the ° worlds;

8 Who being the °brightness of His °glory,
and the °express image of His °person, and
upholding all things by the °word of His
° power, ° when He had °by Himself purged
°our °sins, sat down °on the right hand of the
° Majesty °on “high ;

4 ° Being made so much better than the angels,
as He °hath by inheritance obtained a °more
excellent ° name °than they.

5 °For 1unto which of the angels said He at
any time, “ Thou art My 2Son, this day have 3
°begotten Thee”? And again, ¢ 3 will be to
Him °a °Father, and e shall be to Me °a
28on”?

6 ° And again, when He bringeth in the °First-
begotten ° into the ° world, He saith, ‘‘ And let
all the angels of 1 God ° worship Him.”

7 And ° of the angels He saith, ¢ Who maketh
His angels °spirits, and His °ministers a flame
of fire.”

8 But ° unto the 2 Son He saith, ¢ Thy throne,
0 °God, is °for ever and ever: °a “sceptre of
°righteousness is the sceptre of Thy kingdom.

9 Thou ° hast loved °righteousness,and “hated
°iniguity; °therefore 16God, e en Thy 1Geod,
°hath °aneointed Thee with the oil of gladness
°above Thy ° fellows.”

10 And, ¢ 3fhou, °Lorp, °in the beginning
°hast laid the foundation of the °earth; and
the °heavens are the works of Thine hands:

1 spdken luanto

pressed into a die, or as a seal upon wax.
Gr. rhéma. See Mark 9. 32.
of. by Himself. The texts omit.
on. Gr.en. Ap, 104, viii,
1138. 4. 4 Being made=Having become.
Gr. diaphoros. See Rom. 12, &.
B For... Thee? Fig. Erotesis. Ap. 6.

our.

1. 4, with 1 Cor. 15. 45, &c., and Ps. 2. 7 (Sept.),

Col. 1. 15,
Ap. 137. 1.

tolros. See Rom. 8. 29.
worship Gr. proskunes.

7 of =with reference to.
Ap. 190.T. 4.
for ever, &ec.

people, &e.”’
ters. Gr. leitourgos.
God. Ap.98. 1.1 2
righteousness = rightness.
135. 1. 1. righteousness.
Ap. 128 IIL 4.
Acts 4. 27; 10, 3s.
6.4; 12. 8, and Luke 5. 7.
VI.i. 3. 1. B. a.
didst found. Gr. themeliod.

Gr. dikaiosuna.

2 Cor. 1. 21, above.

Ap. 146

person = substance.
power. Gr. dunamis.
The texts omit.
Majesty. Gr. megalosuné. Only here, 8. 1. Jude 28.

hath . . . obtained = hath inherited.
name. Cp. Acts2, 21; 3, 15, Isa.9.6.
begotten, &c.=brought Thee to the birth. I.e: at resurrec-
tion, when the Son became the glorified federal Head of a new order of beings. Cp.5.5; Acts 13. 33. Rom.

Acts 13. 33, tells us that this day was the day of His resurrection.
&c. Read, ‘ But when He again shall have brought in . Cp. 1 Thess. 4. 14.
into. Gr. eis.
Quoted from Deut. 32. 43, which in the Sept. reads, * Rejoice, ye
heavens, together with Him, and let all the angels of God worship Him. Rejoice, ye nations, with His
Gr. pros.
This verse i3 from the Sept. of Ps, 104. 4.
Ap. 151. II, A.ii. 6,
Gr. euthutés.- See Ap. 191. 3.
Ap. 191. 8.
therefore =because of (Ap. 104. v, 2) this.
Gr. para, as v. ¢.
Quoted from Ps. 45. s, 7.
in the beginning. Gr. kat' archas.
earth. Gr. gé.

THE EPISTLE OF PAUL THE APOSTLE

TO THE

HEBREWS.

TITLE, The. Most texts read “To Hebrews™.
Matt, Title, and v. 1,

Cp.

1.1-2.18 (A, p. 1822). DOCTRINAL INTRODUC-
TION. (Alternation.)
A A 1.1, 2-, God speaking.
B | ~2-14. Son of God. Better than angels.
4 | 2. 1-4, God speaking.
B | 2.5-18. Son of Man, Lower than angels.
1 God. Ap.98.L1i 1,
at sundry times=in many portions.
Only here.
in divers manners =in many ways.
Only here.

Gr. polumerds.

Gr. polutropds.

spake. Gr. laled. Ap. 121. 7,

in time past=of old. Gr. palai. Elsewhere, Matt.
11, 21, Mark 15. 44, Luke 10. 13, 2 Pet. 1, 8. Jude 4.
unto=to.

by =in. Gr.en. Ap. 104. viii

prophets. Ap. 189.

2 Hath ... spoken = Spake.

in ... days=at the end of these days.
period closed by the ministry of John,
in, Gr. epi. Ap.104.ix. 1.

8on. Gr. huwios. Ap. 108, iii. No article, but its
absence only “mdére emyphatically and definitely ex-
presses the exclusive character of His Sonship”. Seeb.s.

1. -2-14 (B, above). SON OF GOD. BETTER THAN
ANGELS. (Alternation.)
B|a| -2, 3 Glory of His Person and work,
b | 4-7. Superiority over angels.
a | 8-12. Glory of His character and eternal being.
b | 13, 14, Superiority over angels.

hath. Omit. by. Gr. dia.

I.e. at the

Ap. 104, v. 1,

also. Read after * worlds”.

made. Or, prepared.

worlds. Gr. aion. Ap. 129, 2 and 161.II. A.i. OCp.
11. 3.

38 brightness=effulgence. Gr. apaugasma. Only

here. Cp. Wisdom 7. 26. glory. See p. 1511,
express image. Gr. charaktér. Only here, The
word means the exact impression as when metal is,
Gr. hupostasis. See2Cor. 9. 4. word
when, &c. =having made purification
gins. Gr. hamartia. Ap. 128, T, ii. 1.
high. Cp. Pa.93.4;
more excellent.
than. Gr. para. Ap. 104, xii. 8,

Ap. 172. 1,

Quoted from Ps. 2. 7, which, with
Father. Ap, 98. 1IL. 6 And,
Firstbegotten. Gr. proto-
Gr. otkoumené. Ap. 129. 8.

a =for (Gr. eis) a.

Ap. 104. vi. world.

Ap. 101 1L 11. minis-
8 unto. Gr. pros,asv.7.
sceptre. Cp. Ps.2.9. Rev. 2. 27,
Gr. agapad. Ap.
iniquity. Gr. anomia.
hath. Omit. anointed. Cp. Luked4.1&.

fellows. Gr. metochos. Here, 3. 1, 143
Of no other could this be said. 10 Lorp. Ap. 98
See John 1. 1. hast . .. foundation. Lit.
Ap. 129, 4. heavens. See Matt. 6. 9, 10,

Ap. 104. xv. 3. spirits.
a = the,

9 hast loved =lovedst.
hated = hatedst.
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